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Right Honourable, 


e Firſt preched 
this Sermon 


— 


i 


25 


Text might tlien 
And hauing ſince, vpon ſome o- 
ther occaſion, enlarged the lame, 
L haue preſumed, in your Honors 


2 


To the right honou- 

rable and truly Religious Lady, 

the Lady ELIZABETH Coun- 
teſſe of Lincolne, grace ana 


peace be mul - 
tiplied. 


at the bur iall 
of one, who 
on his death- 
bed gaue or- 
der, thatthis 
bee handled. 


M. Brockleſ- 
by a Gold- 
{mich in 
Cheapſide. 
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ſelt theſe bleſſed fruits of afflicti- 


— 
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name, to make it more publike, by 
committing it to the Preſſe. The 
reaſon that mooued mee, beſides 
mine one priuate reſpect ( wher- 
by I conſeſſe I am bound to doe 
| your Honour all the ſcruicel can, 
in regarde of the great fauour 
which for many yeares I haue 
found at your hands) is this, be- 
cauſe I know the Doctrine of it 
doeth moſt properly appertaine 
vnto you: whoa long time haue 


on your ſelle in a moſt plentiful 
manner. Ifeuer Patience hath had 
her per ſadt worke in anie, it hath 
beene in you: who haue not on- 
lie been thereby wore then a Cen- 
guerour: but alfo haue learned to 
| contemncand deſpiſe all out ward 
croſſes, as not able to come neare 
your ſoule, beeing mounted vp 
ſo high aboue their reach. Vea 
| hereby 
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hath wrought in your Honour, 
haue wars, ew „like golde in 
the furnace, as they haue {hined 
forth, in ſuch excellent and glori- 
ous manner, that all that haue 
knowne you, haue beene drawne 
into admiration thereof. For mine 
owne part, I muſt needes acknow- 
ledge , that I neuer came to your 
Honour, but I went away aſha - 
med, to ſee my ſelfe ſo much inte- 
riour in grace vnto you. Ihaue 
many times wondred, to beholde 
your exceeding diligent attention 
in hearing the word, your bleſſed 
memorie to retaine the thinges 
which you haue heard, and your 
| godlic care to make an holie vſe 

thereof in the whole courſe of 
your life. And as your deſire is 

2 to heare the word in pub- 
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que: ſo you ſpend muck time in 
A3 the 
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2 Tim. 3.15. 
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the prĩuat reading ofthe ſame, ma- 
| king it your chief delight, to medi- 


tate am the Lame of the Lord day and 


| #ight:whereby you are made rich 


in knowledge : and through long cu- 
flome haue your witte exerciſed, to 


| diſcerne beth geod and euiil. But 


you haue not thought it ſufficient 


to bee thus Chriſtianly affected 


your ſelte, but your care hath bin 
likewiſe extended to your chil- 
dren that they alſo might be trai- 
ned vp in ſound religion. It would 


TA _ = 


doa man good, to heare the ſweet 
leſlons and gracious inſtructions, 
| which you like another Bath-ſbebs 
haue taught your little ones, cau- 
ling them as y ong T1wothess did, 
to know the holy Scriptures, euen 
trom their cradles. W hereby y ou 
haue made ſo deepe an impreſſion 
of godlineſſe in their hearts, as (I 
truſt) the diuell ſhall neuer be able | 
| fo 
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to raſe out. Neither hath your 
goodnes bin dammed vp in your 
o ne priuate familie, but it hath 
alſo lowed toorth to the good of 
others. For at luci time as God 
denied your Honour that plenti- 
full vſe ot his word, which I Know 


| 
| 


you thirſted an i panted after, as 
earneſtlie as euer did the Hart «f- 
ter the riuers of water, whenſocuer 
you had anie oportunitie of hea- 
ring it offered vato you, you did 
not ingroſſe it, as worldlings doe 
their commodities, te your one 
priuate vſe alone, but with good 
Cornelius, you called together 
your neighbours and friends, that 
they alſo might bee partakers of 
the grace of God with you. And 


howlocuer you haue not in for- | 


mer times had ſuch means to per- 
forme externall works of charitie, 


| 
Pſal. 24. 1. | 


Acts 10.34. | 


as God hath afforded vnto others: 
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yet to your power, 
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yea and be- 
yond your power, you haue been 


— 


For you ſpent not your eſtate in 
pride and brauerie ( for that you 
neuer affected) but your richeſt 
dreſſings and attire were the or- 
naments of the Apoſtle, as Tertui- 
han faith. Your earings were the 
word of God, your neck: laces the 
yoke of Chriſt, your ſilken and 
veluet garments were pietie and 
holinefle . By which meanes you 
ſpared much from vaine and idle 
expences (wherein too many, of 


to give to ſuch as ſtand need of re- 
ſiete: eſpecially tothe Miniſters of 
the word, which brought vnto 
you the glad tidings of peace and 
ſaluation. There is none that hath 


willing to do good that way alſo. 


your place doe greatly exceede) 
that you might haue ſomething, 


} 
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beene more readie to entertaine 


them 
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chemar all times, narto viethem 
with greater relpect then your 
Honour hath done. And as Ican 


wirneſſe, how earneſtlie you haue 


deſired, that you might hut liue 
to doe more good in the Church 
of God: ſo I doubt not, but God 
hauing at the laſt, in mercie gran- 
ted your deſire, you willbe mind- 
full to pay the yowes, which your 
lips haue promiſed, and pour month 
hath ſpoken in your affliction. 1 
doubt not, but with vertuous 
Ruth, you will ſhew more geodneſſe 
in the latter ena, then at the begin- 
ning: that as all that haue knowne 
you, haue hitherto called you, 
The good Lady Clinton, ſo you may 
now be called, The good Counteſſe 
of Lincolne. You lee (right Ho- 
nourable) how tarre I haue been 
tranſported with the admiration 
of your excellent vertues. God is 
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my witneſſe, I haue not done it to 
flatter, or to give Tities to your 
Honour, tor then ww Maker would 


reprooue me: aud I know your hu- 


militie is ſuch, as you loue not to 
heare your owne praiſes. But I do 


it in the ſinceritie ot my ſoule, that 


GOD may haue the glorie ot his 
— and that the Caurch may 

edited by your example: | 
would all the great Ladies in the 
Land would treade in your ſteps : 
ſo ſhonld they thine as ſo many 
glorious diamonds in the Church 
of God. For it is nor the greatnes 


ol their birth, nor theeminenc'e 
oktheir places, that can ſo enno- 


ble them, and make them ſo tru. 
lie honourable in the ſight ot God 
and his children, as the admirable 
graces which appeare in you. I 
pray GOD, euen from the bot- 
tome of my heart, to bleſſe your 
Honour 
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Honour with many happie daies, 
in this life, to perfect the good 
worke which hee hath begunne 
in you, and in the end, to bring 
ou to that immortall inheritance 
that fadeth not away, which is 
reſerued in Heauen for you. 


Tour Honours mo## 


humbly denotea, 
Cranlns 


R1icxanrpsoN, 


Tothe godly, vertuous 


andreligious Ladies, the 


Ladie Katharine Scot , the 


Lady Iſabel Bowes, the Lady Fran- 
ces S. Paul, and the Ladie Frances 
Wray, increaſe of grace 
and fruition of 

glory; 


Worthy Ladies : 
> 15 God hath v- 


nited you allin 
the bondes of 
nature and al- 
Se | /iance; ſo ] am 
bolds to ioyne 
you all toge» 
ther in the de 
dication ofthu 
Sermon, I confeſſe, in it ſelfe, it i not 
worthy the acceptancaof any one of you, 
But ſeeing it hath pleaſed God, to make 
you all mſtruments of much good and 
comfort vnto mec, and ] know not whe- 


ther 
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ther I ſhall euer baue opport anity, to pub- 
liſh ſeuerall things in — one of your 
names in particular : 1 bane thought 
good , to take this occaſion, to man if 
my thankefull acknowledgement of the | 
hindeneſſe of you all in generall : which | 
hath beene extended, not to me onely but. | 
to many others of my calling. For 1 may 
truly gine this teſt mom of you, that you 
baus all ſhewed great lem to the faith» 
full Miniſters of God, and when any of 
them bane reſorted wnte you, you haue 
according to the Apoſtles precept, recei - Phil 2.29. 

ued them with all gladneſſe, and made 

much of them. The matter of this Ser- 
men & concerning afflittion , whereof 

you bane all had your portion more or 
leſſe : and therefore, the Doctrine con- 

tained in it, doth fitly appertaine to you 

all, But eſpecially to you my good Ladie 

Scot , whom the Lord hath cauſed to 

drinks deeper of this cuppe then many o- 

thers. But à it bath pleaſed God hither- 
fo to ſupport you with p race and patrence: | 
ſo I dewbt not, but bee will, in his good | 
time, make 4 blefſed end with you, 4s her 
did with lob 3 making you glad againe Iames 5. 11. | 
accor. 
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according to the yeares v herein you 


of mine may miniſter any comfort vnte 
you , or to any other in the lthecaſe, 1 
ſhal thmke my inbou? well beſtowed, And 
thus preſummg that you will kindely ac- 
cept of thus my poore ſermiee which in my 
fmcereſt affeftion I tender vnto you, I 
commend all your Ladiſhips to God, 
and to the word of his grace, whois 
able to build you further, and to giue 
you an inheritance among them that 


are ſauctiſied. 


Your Ladiſhips in all due- 
ritull affection. 


CHARLES 


R1CHARDSON;, 


haue ſeene cuill. If theſe meditatations | 


— en— 


Errata, 


Pag · y. li. 4. reade, diuets tentations. pag. . li. 
. rcade, borne. pag. 10. ll. 18. reade ſiluer. lin. 
26. tc ade, at y. pag 11 li. 4 teade, were con- 
ſtraned pa. 2. li. 16. reade, concerning in ward 
ientations, is true allo of outward aſfli tions. 
pa 35. h. 10. re ade, ſttange. pa. 40 li 3. put out 
And. k a. 41 Ii. 1b. readt, broken in: pag 45. li. 6. 
. ibid in mai g. lege ma- 
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pſal. 119.71. It is good for mee that I 
baue beene Afflicted, that 1 may 
learne thy Statutes, 


E it bee lawfull to make 
compariſons berweene 
one part of the holy 

Scripture and another, 
which is all moſt exce/- 
leut, as David (anh , being mſpired by 
one and the ſame bicf[:d ſpirit of God: 
wee may truely ſay that there is no 
part more worthy then the booke of 
P ſalmes, and in them, none more full 
of heauenly inſtruction then this 
Pſalme. T he author whereof is gene- 
rally agreed vpon to be Daaid, whome 
B the 


| cl 


un, 3. 1 


— 
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2, 8am, 2 3,0. 


The Benefite 
theScripture hath ſtiled, The ſweets 
finger of Iſrael, Who as he had a good 
tacultie in the art of divine — 8 & a 
great dexteritie in penning of Fſ/a/ms, 
to the glory of God, and the edificati- 
on of his Church: ſo it is euident that 
he ſhewed the excellencie of his (kill in 
compoling this Pſalme : being there 
ynto occaſioned and excited by the 
great af flict ons that were vpon him. 


For the P ſalme ſeemeth to haue beene 


penned iu the time of his exile and ba- 
niſhment, whereby hee laboureth to 
confirme his faith, by many comſot- 
table meditatiõs of the word of God. 


The matter of the Fſalut containeth 


many inſtructions and prayers, all ten- 
ding to direct vs in the way of godly- 
— The generall propoſition ot it 
is this, that bor that are truely godly, 
are truely bleſſed, and that they are 


ttuely godly. chat ate acquainted with 


the word of God, and are carefull to 
frame their Nuęs according to the di · 
rections and rules thereof. 

And therefore he laboureth by ma- 
ny arguments throughout the Whole 


Pſalme, 


| neth with the ſameletter. Andlaſtof 


ma i. MM. 


— 


of f Aflition. 


Pſalme,and eſpecially by his owne ex- 
ample to ſtirre vp all the children of 
God, both to the continuall medita- 
tion, and due practiſe of the word 
The P/a/me, as it is the longeſt of 
all the reti,beiog divided into two and 
twentic ſeuerall parts: ſoit is more cu- 
riouſly and more artificially penned 
then any of the reſt. For firſt, all the 
parts and diviſions of it are of equall 
length, each of them. conſiſting of 
eight verſes, Againe,cuery diuifion in 
the originall beginneth with an He- 
brew letter according to the Alphabet, 
and euery verſe in that diuiſion begin- 


all, there is not any verſe in the whole 
Pſalme but one, which maketh not 
ſome mention of the word of God, 
and hath not ſome title or other, to ſet 
out and commend the excellencie of 
it. As it is called the Le, the Teſti- 
monies, the Waies , the Preceprs , the 
Statutes, the Commanndements , the 
Indy ements,the pronuſe, the truth, the 
ordinances, the name of Cad &c. Now 
the reaſons why the Prepher is ſo 


Verſe 1222 


B 2, exqui- 
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Verſ. 66. 


Ve . 65. 


The Benefite a 


exquiſite in framing of this Pſalme, is 
ro commend the excellencie of the 
matter contained in it, that ſo wee-may 
be ſtirred vp to regard it with greater 
attention. For where the Lord is cu- 
rious in ſpeaking, there ſhould we be 
moſt diligent in hearing and learning. 
As alſo it was no ſmall helpe to the 
memory: for being written in the He- 
brew tongue, it was to the Jewes in 
ſteed of an holy Alphabet, which they 
might learne as ouchildren doe the 
A. B. C. 
Now concernirfg this ninth part of 
the P/alme, wherein this verſe that I 
haue read is contained, the Prophet ha- 
ving firſt thankfully acknowledged 
Gods mercie in dealing grationfly with 
bim, he maketh his petition to bo fur- 
ther taught & inſtructed in the know - 
ledge of Gods will. Which petition he 
vrgeth and inforceth with diuerſe rea- 
ſons, Firſt, becauſe hee had be/cened 
Gods Commanndement in the end of 
that verſe. A ſecond reaſon is taken 
from his former vntowardneſſe and 


vntractableneſſe, that hee had beene 
like 


u__— 
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like an vnruly beaſt, that would not 
keep the way without beating. Where 
by the way, hee ſhewerh the benefice 
that the children of God doe receiue 
by the croſſe. Namely, that it ſubdu- 
eththe vntamedneſſe of their nature, 
and maketh them liue in better order. 
After this he repeateth his former ac- 
| knowledgement of Gods goodneſſe, 
and renueth his petition to be taught, 
backing it with another reaſon in the 


beene af flicted, that I may learne thy 
Statutes, Wherein wee are to conſi - 
der, firſt, the perſon that was afflicted, 


condly, the fruite which hee tound in 
his affliction, which is propounded 
firſt generally, It i good for mee, oc. 
And then by a particular effect, which 
was wrought in him thereby, That / 


ſe the coherence that theſe words 
B 3 haue 


— — —— pemer oc — — 


Verſ. 67. 


two next verſes. And ia this verſe hee 
repeateth that which hee ſaid before 
concerning affliction, though in other 
words. It © good for mee that I haut 


and that is Daxid himſelfe. It i good 
for m2, that ] haue been afflifted. Se- 


may learne thy Statutes. And thus we 


| 


Ver (68, . 
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| 
[Pſal. 34,19 


{Pſal 50,5. 


_ 
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| 


Pſal. 59, 30, 
3532333. 


haye wih che former, together with 


| dren may, and oftentimes doe ſuffer 


the ſum and reſolution of them. Let 
vs now come to the ſeuerall inſtructi- 
ons contained in them. 

Iii geod for me.] In the example 
of Danid, we learne, that euen the God- 
I themſclues are ſubiect to many af- 
flietions. The deareſt of Gods chil- 


alfliction with varietie, extremitie, 
and continuance. Many ſaith Dauid, 

or great, are the troubles of the righte. 

#5, YeaGoddoth many times feede 
his one children with the bread of 
HAres,and giveth them teares to drinks 
in great mcaſure. And hee threatneth 
euen thoſe, with whom he hath made 
a ſure covenant, and trom whom hee 
| will neuer take his mercie and louing 
kindnefle, that if they forſake bus Lawe | 
and walks not in his indgements:If they 

breaks his ſtatutes and kgepe not hi 
commanndements , hee will viſit their | 
tranſgreſſion with the rod, and their in- 
fquitiewith ſtrokes, And to this pur- | 
poſe is that ſaying of Selamon, that | 
eucns inft man falleth ſeuon times, that 


— — 
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is, is afflicted oft and many times. And 
the Apoſtle Iamet echorteth the faith- 
full, to count it exceedin? ioy when they 
fell into tentations,or afflictions. And 
hereof the Prepbet Dawid himſelſe is a 
moſt pregnant example. Hee was « 


2. Sam. a3, 1 


man that God bad ſet vp on high, the 
Annointed of the God of laceb. Vea by 
the Lordsowne teſtimony, he was 4 

wan after his owne heart: and yet he at- 

firmexh of himfelfe , that daily hee had 

beene 
ning. Euery day that wet over his head, 
brough with it ſome affliction or o- 
ther. He was perſecuted by Saw/,who 
purſued him from place to place, 4 
one would hunt 4 partridge in the monn- 
taines, He was falſely accuſed by Ho- 
eg that curſed Edemite, betrayed and 
diſcouered by the falſe hearted Zi- 
phims, He was diſcomforted and deri- 
ded by his wife that lay in his boſom. 
He had many heartbreakings with his 
children.Zigl/ag, the rowne which A. 
chiſh king of Guth had giuen him for 
his habitation, was ſacked & burne by 


Sam. 13. 14. 


1. Sam. S. 20 


t. Sam. 320 


the Amalekites, & his wiues y were the 
B 4 comfort 


Iam. 1,2, 


wuiſhed,and chaſtened euory mor- pfl. 73, 14. 


t. Sam 26; 2 


and 22,9, 
and 2.3,19,3 
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Rom. 9. 13. 


Ben.; 1,41; 
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comtort of his life, were taken priſo- 
ners. Yea ic may appeare to all that 


| ſhall read his ſtory in both the bookes 


ot Samuel, char, as it hee had beene a 
man borae to miſery , hee ſcarce had 
one good Cay in all his lite, 

Neit er was this the caſe of David 
alone, but euen all the children of 


Gon mentioned in the Seriprure, haue 
oo becne partakers of the ſame con- 
dition. Jacob that holy Patriarke, on 
whom God had ſet his loue before he 
was borne, was many waies afflicted 
in the greateſt part ot his lite. He was 
hated of his brother, and for feare of 
his fury, forced to leaue his owne cun- 
try and his fathers houſe, and to liue 
as a ſeruant in a ſtrange land for the 
ſpace of twentie yeares. He was vex- 
ed with the vnkindnefſe of his churliſh 
Vncle, whonotwithſtanding his faith- 
full ſeruice, changed his wages ten 
times. He was ypbraided and ſlaun- 
dered by his Coſins, the ſonnes of La- 
ban. He was grieued with the peeuiſh 
be hauiour of his wines, and much diſ- 
228 by his children. Jeb mw 

wiſe, 


| 
| 
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5 ſerable comforters , and to adde afflicti- 6.4, | 
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wiſe , though a godly man, one of | 
whom the Lord himſelſe teſtified, that 
he was an vprig ht and a iuſl man , ove Lob. 1. 8. | 
that feared God andeſchewed euill: Let 
his life for a long time, was cuen a 
Mappe of miſery. It was no ſmall af- 
fliction to looſe ſuch a deale of ſub- 
ſtance all in a day, to haue his children 
ſo pictifully diſmembred, to haue his 
wite and his friends that ſhould haue 
aſſwaged his ſorrow, to play the mi- Iob. 16. 2. and 


on vnto his miſery, and which was 
worſt of all, to haue the terrowrs of God 
to fight againſt him, Solomon alſo , of 
whom the Lord {aid before euer hee | 
werebone ; He ſhall bee my Sonne, and 1. Chr. 22. 10 
Iwill bee hi Father, and concerning © 
whom he promiſed , that his mercie 
ſhould neuer depart from him as be tooke * m- 15. 
it from San : though he enioyed great 
proſperitie for many yeares: yet when 
he turned bus he art from the Lord God | _ 
of Iſraell & keep not that which hs bad i. King · 11 9 
| commannded him, the Lord raiſed him 
vp aduerla ies oneatier another, which 

moleſted him with warres al the dayes 

of | | 


—— . — 


— — a, 


"OI 


| 10 
I. Kin. 1144 | of his life. As firſt Headed, then Re- 


| | 
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ros and after him Jeroboam, and when 
he was dead, ten tribes of 'the king- 
dome were rent away from his ſonne. 
And Hezekiah a man ſo vpright in the 
2. Kin. 18, 5,5 fight of the Lord, as after him there was 
none like him among all the Kings of In- 

| deb, neither were there any ſuch before 
bim; Was notwithſtanding exerciſed 
with grieuous and 3 afflicti- 
ons. Firſt of all, Sanecherib king of Aſ- 

* = 6 ſyria came vp againf all the flrong C8= 
ties of Tudah, and tooke them and hee 
to make his peace, was conſtrained to 
glue him three hundreth talents of fil- 
wer, and thirtie talents of gold. For rai - 
ſing of which ſumme, hee was forced 

to take all the filuer, that was found in 

the houſe of the Lord. and in the trea- 

| ſures of the kings houſe, yea he pulled 

off the plates of y doore of the temple, 
aud the pillars which hiniſelfe had co- 

| ucred ouer, and gaue them to the ma- 
king vp of the wy cu And yet not- 

17. | withſtanding all this, Sauecherib pre- 
ſently after ſent a great arny againſt le- 

and 19, 0, n. | ruſalem to deſtroy it, and cauſed Rab- 


23.26 


ſhakeb | 


hn —  — 
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Paleb with a blacke mouth, to the 


breaking of Hezekiahbs heart, to blaſ- 
pheme the name of the living God. 
And he was no ſooner by Gods mer- 
cie delivered out of this danger, but 
ſtraightway he was viſited with a ſore 
ſickneſſe (and as ſome thinke with the 
plague) which in all appearance was 
vnto death, So Lax ru, at Wwhoſe 
death the Angeli of heauen were im- 
ployed to carry his ſoule into Alra- 


| | hams boſome, was in his lifetime poore, 


impotent, harbourleſle, diſtreſled, and 
vnpittied. In a word, theſe famous wor- 
thierof the world, that the «Apoſtle 
ſpeaketh off, of whom the world was not 
worthy, were tryed , ſome by mockings 
and ſcourgings, ſons? by bonds and ins- 
priſenment. They were floned, they were 
bewen aſunder, they wore tempted , t 

were ſlaine by the ſword,they wandered 
vp and downe in ſheepes ſkins & goates 
ſkins bein g deſtitut, afflicted & tor men- 
ted. And as this is true in the generall, 
that Gods children are ſubiect to ma- 
ny & great aſflictions: ſo it is true alſo 
in y particuler, that there is not any ſe- 


uerall 


— — — — 


and 20, 1, 


| 


£1 


Luk 16. 20, 21 


33 
ö 


The Benefite 


uerall kinde ofcalamitie , but it may 
befall a godly man. There can be no 


men that euer lived , that haue beene 
alflicted that way. Noah was « inf 


and wright man in bu time, andwal- 


Cham that ſcoffed at the infirmities of 
his father, and therefore was curſed, 
both himſelfe , and his poſteritie, A+ 


that beleene, had a wicked Iſbmael, the 
fonne of th: bondwoman,who,by mocks 
and taunts, perſecuted If aack the ſonne 


Gal.4.29- 


eb. 1 3. 16. | 
Gen.26.2 4. | 
r. and 27.46 
28.8 9. 


and a8 


of thepromiſe, Holy Iſaakhad à pro- 
fane E ſas as the Apoſtle calleth him, 
who of ſer purpoſe to diſplcaſe his fa- 
ther tooke him wiues of other nations, 
as bad as himſelfe, who by their diſ- 
obedienceand rebellion, were « griefe 
of minde to his parents , and made his 
morher weerie of her life. Good Ja- 
cob was troubled with Simeon and Le- 


greater griefeto godly parents, then 
to be troubled with wicked & grace-|* 
lefle children: and yet the Scripture|? | 
hath many examples, of the holieſt 


hed with God : yet had It a wretched] * 


—__ 


braham that was the Father of all thems| © 


ui, brethren in euill, who in their wrath | 
ond 


— — 


— — — 


* 


= 
| 


© | azd ſelfewil, committed ſuch a bloo- 
© | die outrage ypon the Sichemiter, as 
* | cauſed their father te bee abhborred 4- 
mon the inhabitants of the Land, Eli | 
the Prieſt , a good man, had ſonres 
* | that were 1 * and knewe not the 
' | Lord,who behaued themſelues ſo vile- 


: | nacle of the congregation, that men ab= 
| horred the offering of the Lord, Faith- and 3.20. 


is called by the holy Ghoſt, had ſonnes 
chat walked not in his wayes, but turned 


— 


** 


ly in their places, ying with the women 
| that aſſembled at the doore of the Taber- 


full Samuel, the Lords Prophet , as hee 


of Affution. | 13 


(17,22, 


—_ 


Gen. 34. 30. 
and 49,556 


1 Sam. 2. I 2. 


afide after lucre, and toole rewards and 
pernerted indge ment. And David of | 


mendation before,had as much heart» 
dreake by his children, as euer poore 
father could haue. Firſt Ammon moſt 


whom wee haue heard ſuch high cõ- 1 


and 8, 3. 


beaſtly rauiſhed and defloured Tamar 


his owne ſiſter. Afterward Abſalom, 
to teuenge that villeny, iruited him to 
a feaſt at his Sheepeſheerinꝑ, and cau- 
ſed his ſeruants treacherouſly to kill 
bim. And in the end hee rebelled a- 
gain ſt his father, driuc him out of his . 1 5. 6. 27, 
kingdome, 


2 Sam. 13.14. 
8 


mw] 
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kingdom, and had not God preuented 
bim, would haue taken the Crowne 
from his head. It ĩs no ſmall miſerie, 
to be expoſed to open contempt and 
| reproach in the world, to be deſpiſed 
and made the laughinꝑſtocke of baſe 
people. And yet this was Jobs caſe, and 
that in as high a degree as poſſibly 
could be, For ſo he complaineth, that 
euen they whoſe fathers hee refuſed to 
ſet with the dogs of his flocke , mocked 
| him and inſulted ouer him. Yea be 
| children of villaines, and ſuch as were|\ 
more vile then the carth,made him their 
| ſong and their ra/ke. Yea they did not 
| ſpare to ſpit in lis face, Neither was 
this indignitie offered him by ſtran- 
gers one y, but he was diſpiled alſo in 
| his one family. They that dwelt in bs | 
| houſe(as he ſaith) ad his maides tate 
Vim for a ſtranger. He called bis ſer nan 
ut he would not anſweregthongh lo pra- 
| ed him with bis month, Yea bus breath 
| was ſtrange to bis wife, though he prayed 
her for the ehilarens ſake of his owne bo- 
ay. Nee that ſhall conſider the great | 
authoxitie that Je was in before the 
| Lord 


es. a. 1 —ĩ— 
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Lord bumbled him, as hee ſaith, how 
men of all ſorts eſteemed and reveren- 
ced him, may eaſily thinke, what a 
griefe it was to his heart, to bee now 
made a laughing ſtocke to fooles. And 
Dasid, had his part likewiſe in the 


15 


ſame croſſe. For the abietts aſſembled 
themſelnes againſt him, in time of his 
aduerſitie,thty tare him and ceaſed not, 
The ſcoffers at bete gnaſhed their 
teeth againſt him. Vea, he became a pro- 
werbe and a byword wnto them, and 
the very drunkards made ſongs © 
him, 
It is a grieuous thing to bee impri- 
ſoned , to he in darkeneſſe in the 
ſhadows of death, faft bound in mi. 
ſery and yron , as Daxid ſaith, And 
et many of Gods deareſt children 
ue bin tryed and afflicted therwith. 
Toſeph , a good man, and one that 
was alwayes careſull not to ſinne a- 
gainſt God, by che falſe accuſation 
of his Miſtreſſe was put in priſon, 
where lee lay diverſe yeeres, ſo as 


his feete was hurt in the ſtockes and 


Pſal. ; 5 1 5,16 


69.11.12 


107,10. 


Gen. 39. 19. 
20. 


Paal. 10:18. 


the yren entred inte his ſoule. 


* 
3 
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leremiah, | 
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Ieremiab, a man that was ſanttificd by 
the Lord before hee came out of the 


wormbe , and ord:ined to be a — 
| was often brought into this affliction, 
and 10 hn, Firſt. Paſbur the Prieft {mote him, end 
| put him in the ſtockes that were in the 
and 32,2, gate of Brniamin, After this, bee was 
| ſhut vp in the court of the priſon, that 
was in the King of [ndahs houſe, A 
| gaine, the princes ſmote bim, and laide 
End 3715,16, hin in priſon in the houſe of Ichonathan 
the ſeribe, where hes remained in the 
| dungeon a long time. And laſt of all, 
* 1 — bin & caſt him into the dun- 
geon that was in the court of the priſon, 
| | and let bim downe with cordes , where 
there was no water but mire : ſo that be 
 ffacke 777 in the mire. So li«ev iſe Mi. 
| chaiab a tauthtull Prophet, by the com- 
' maundement of Abab, was put into 
the priſon houſe, where be was fed with 
| the bread of afſlict ion, ana with water of 
| affliftion, And the Apoſtle Peter was 
Act. 124,6, caught vp by Herod, ana put in priſen, | 
and deliuered to foure quater nions of ſol 
diers to be kept, where hee was bound 
with twochatxes, not his feete onely, 
bur 


1 Kin, 22,17, 


* » 


[| 
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ae, 


— 


| 


but his hands alſo, Andthe eApofte 
aul and Silas were delitereJto a cru 


ell Ieylor, who caſt them inte the bor- and 16,23-24 


teme, or dungeon of tbepriſen, = 
made faſt their feete in the fockes, And 
thus were many of Gods bleſſed Mar- 
tyrt vſed in the time of Popery. Who 
were not onely put in priſon, but they 
were kept in the ſtockes both hands 


and feete, ſo long, as ſome of them dy- 


ed as they ſate. 

Shipwrake is a feareful! thing and a 
heauic affliioa : yet the Ayoſtle Paul 
ſuffored it rbriſe, as he faith himiſelte. 
The Enangelift S. Lui recordeth one 
of them at large. Namely , that they 


2. Cor. 11.25. 


were teſted with an exceeding tempeſt, in 


ſo much as they were enforced to /igh- 2 7.15.19 
| tex the ſhip, by caſting the goods into 


the ſea,yeawith their owne handr to caft 
owt the racking of the ſhip, Yea the 
tempeſt that lay vpon them was of that 
continuance , that either ſunne nor 
ftarres for many dayes appeared, and all 
bope that they ſhould br [awed was taken 


— 


And in the end, the forepart of 


the ſhip ftacke faſt in a narrow place of n 
C the 
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| 
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lence ol the waues, And the men that 
were in her, conſtrained ſo many as 


reſt 


And yet this was Daxids caſe in, the 


the ea, and could not be moxcd,and the 
hinder part was broken with the vio- 


could ſwimme, to caſt themſelues into 
the ſea, and ſo goę out to land and the 
eſt, ſome ypon hords, and ſome on 
pieces of the ſhip . to. eſcape. and ſauc 

ſelues. He that had ſtood on the 
ore at that time, no doubt ſhould 
haue ſeene a fearefull and lamentable 
ſpectacle: but hee that had beene a 
partie in it himſelfe, would haue ſound 


it en ypſpcakeabiedanger,, . 


It is a great heauineſſe for à man to | 
looſe a louing friend, which was to 
him 4s bis owne ſonle , as Hoſes ſaith. 


death of Jonathan, whoſe ſoule was knit 
to the ſaule of Damid, and they loued | 
one another as their owne ſouſes, and 
they made a couenant together. Ar. d 
hou hee tooke it to heart, may ap- 
peare by that dolefull lamentation, 
that he makethfor him when he heard | 
the tydings of his death; Woe is me | 


2. Sam. i,: 6, for thee my brother Jonathan. very ł in de | 
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haſt oben be ene to mertiy laue to me 
was wonderful. paſting the lows ofwomen, 

The loſſe of children by any meanes 
what ſoeuer, is a great griefe 10 kinde 
and louing parents, who ha ue born 
them with great paine and trauell, and 
brought them vp with much care and 
coſt. But to be depriued af them by vas 
timely & violent & fearctul death, is a 
griefe that cannot be expreſſed. None 
now eth the greatnes of it , but they 
that haue ſelt it. And yet this hath be- 
fallen euen y deareſt af Gods children. 
Acron, whom the Scripture calleth the 


— 


nnn... 


Pſal. 106, 16. 


Saint of the Lord, had his two ſons N. 
dab & Abibs featſully deſtroyed hoth 
ina momẽt with fire from heauen. El. 
à good man, had like w ile his two ſons 
Hephri and Phinebas ſlaine in battell 
both on a day. Jeb alſo, whoſe godli- 
neſſe we haue heard betore,had all his 
children, ſeuem ſonnes aud three daugh - 
ter, pittitully ſlaine. & crufhr in pieces 
with the fall of an houſe. But the grea- 
teſt griefe of all is, when a mans childe 
is taken away in ſome ſin, ſo as, beſides 
the death ot the bodie, hee hath iuſt 
C 2 cauſe 


Leuit. 10. 2: 


E. Sam. 4 31; 


Lob. 1,2, 19. 
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Gen. 23.2. 
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cnuſe to feare the death of the ſoule. 
And yet this was good Daxjds cale, 


in the loſſe of his: 45/alow , which 
made him breake forth into ſuch paſ- 


Abſalom, my ſonne,my ſonne Abſalen, 


ſfionate mourning as he did. O y ſen | 


world God I bad dyra or ther, O Abſa- 
lom my ſonne, wy ſonne . | 

It is a great griefe fora man to bet | 
deprincd of the wife of his yourb,which | 
hach long {yew in hir boſome, which for 
many yeares hach beene vnto him as | 
the lowing binde and pleaſant Roe, in 
- whoſe loue he hat ſo long delighted, | 

and which was the piraſure and deſire 
of bi yrs. And yet this befell thoſe 


ct, Abrabom was depriued of his dea- 


a 


two holy Patriarkes Abrabam and - 


| he ſo much affe ed. | 


reſt Sara, and 1arob of Rabel, whom 


There cannot be a greater affliction 
to a poore woman, then to looſe a 
kinde and louing husband, which was 
the vaile of her cyes in all places. But 
with the loſſe of an hus band, to be be. 


reft of all meanes of maintenante, and 


expoſcd to extreame pouertie, is ſuch 


| 


6 th 
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2 croſſe as can hardly bee imagined. 
And yet wee haue examples euen of 
this kinde alſo, Poore Nami, was de- 
priued of her husband in a ſtrange cũ- 
try, where ſhe had few friends, and 
ſmall meanes , and her two ſonnes, 
which had taken them wines there in 
the land of Aſeab, died alſo, fo that 
ſhe was left alone and deſtitute of ſuc- 
cour ? And how much ſhe was affec- 
ted with this calamitie , may appreare 
by her ſpeeches, when ſhe returned a- 
gaine into her owne country. Callme 
not Naomi, (aith ſhe (that is beautifull) 
but call me Mara (that is bitter) fr the 


Almightie hath ginen me much . 
neſſe. I went ont full , and the Lord 
bath brought me home againe emptic: | 


Lord hath humbled moe, and the Al- 
mightie hath brought mee into aduerſi 
tre, Solikewiſle the Prophets wite that 
dyed in the land of Iſyael, beſides the 
_ of —— was leſt in great 
ebt, and having nothing to pay, the 
—ů—ů Came to 6 her 


two ſonnes to be bis bondmen. 
C 3 Ir 


why then call yee me Naomi, ſceing the | 


7. 


10. 


1. Kin. 4. 1, 


22 


— 


en;3 5.17.48 


u. m. 4, 19, 


| 20, 


. Sam 4,18 


— 


Fbe Bkenefte | 


It is an vncomſortable thing to dy 
inchildbirth : and yet it was the caſe 
of Rahel Jacobs wite, who dyed in the 
pines of hey labour: & of Eliet daugh- 
ter in lawe, who hearing that the arke 
of God was takgn,and her husband and 
ſather in-law were dead, bowed her ſclfe 
and trauelled and in her trauell dyed. 

It is teareful to dye a violent death, 
and yet it is a thing that hath happe- 
ned euen vnto thoſe that were — 
vnto God. Eli (of whom wee haue 
heard before) when he heard mention 
ofthe loſſe of Gods Arke, being hea- 
uie and vnweildie with age, fel bacł- 
ward from his ſcat, and his necke was 
broken, and io he dyed. I he Prophet 
ol the Lord. that was ſent to cry againſt 


1. Kin. 13, 24 the altar, which Jeraboam had made at 


Betbel, becauſe he kept not the com- 
maundement which the Lord com- 
maunded him , 4 {yon met him by the 
way and flew him, and bis carkaiſe was 


. Kin. 23. 29 caſt in the way, And good Jeſiab, ho 


is ſo bighly commended for bis god- 
linefle, was notwithſtanding ſlaine in 
the warres by Pharas Vecho, king of 


— — — 


| Egypt, 
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| ration which the Apeſtie makerh, whe 


Exypr.Naya man may be ſo far leftto 
himſelfe, as he may cõmit ſucha ſinne, 


the ſword of the Magiſtrate, & yet till 
be the child of God. As the ſins ) Da- 
wid cõmitted by y expreſſe law ot God 
were to be puniſhed withdeath, if thete 
had bin any Magiſtrat aboue him that 
had had power to infli& it. By all theſe 
particular inftices, & many more tha 
might be produced, it may appear, that 
there is not any kind of aſflictiõ or ca» 
lamity, but / children of God may be 
ſubiect to it: according to that enume- 


id — 


wherby he maydeſerue to be cutoff by | 


n 


he ſaith, ho ſhal ſeparate vs from the 
loue of Chriſt, ſhal tribulation,or anguijh 
or perſecution, or famine, — 
or perill or ſword, fc, A man may bee 
ſubiect to all rhete miſeries, & yet not 
be depriued'ot the loue of Chriſt. 

But beſides all theſe outward afflic « 
tions , the children of God may bee, 
and oftentimes are ſubic to inward | 


| fear & horror of conſcience, which as 
Solomon ſaith, is j noſt intolerable cor« 
mẽtycan be indured The ſpirit of a men 
| 


Rom, $, 3 7. 


| 
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wil ſuſtaim bis in firmitic:but 4 wounded 
irit who can bear? lob was not only af. 
Red in bis bodyand outward eſtate, 
but alſo troubled and woundedin bis 
co\cience,with the fearful apprehenſi- 
oo of Gods wrath, And therefore hee 
complaineth, that the arrowes of the 
Atmightie were in him , the venime or 
peyſen whereof did drinks vp bis ſpirit, 
and the terreurs of — br , or ſet 
themſel/ues in array agai Tam. 

| Dawideryeth out, My God, my God, 
| why baſtthon forſaken mer, and art ſo 
farre from my health,and fromtbe words 
of my roaring? And in another place 
he ſaith, Ahen I held my tongue , m 
bones conſumed 'when 1 roared all t 
day long. For thy hand was beanie v- 
pon me day and night, and my meyſt ure 
i turned into the drought of ſwimmer. 
and in another place, he maketh ſuch 
a lamentable complaint, as if hee had 
beene brought to the very pit of de- 
ſperation. Thius arreowes , ſaith hee, 
ſticke faſt in me, and thy hand pre ſſe ti 
me fore. There is nothing ſound is my 
fleſh, becanſe of thine anger : neither is 


And 


there 
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called wntothee, O Lord : as if hee had 


complaineth, that beſides the ſickneſſe | 


{ 


| 
there any reſt in my bones , by reaſon of | 


my ſinne. For mine iniquities are gone | 
euer mine bead. and 45 4 mightie hur- 
den Qhey are tos heanie for mee, My | 
wornd: ſtincke, aad are corrupt becanſe | 
of my fooliſbueſſe. I am bowedand cros- 
ged very ſore: | gee monruing all the day. 
For my reines are full of burning, and 


| and from day to might be made an end of 


there in nothing ſound in my fleſh, I am 
weakened, and ſore broken : I roare for 
the very griefe of my heart, &. And a- 
gaine, Out of the deepe places haue I A 


beene euen in the bottome of hell. In 
a word, Hezekjah that good King 


which God laid vpon his bodie , that 
brought him euen to deathes dore, the 
Lord had broken al his bones like 4 Hen, 16:38.33-14) 


q 


bim, and that he chattered like 4 crane 

or ſwallow, and mourned A done, By 
this we ſee, that euen the children of | 
God doe many times wraſtle with de- | 
ſperation it ſelfe : and the Lord doth. 
ſo long hide his face from them, as 


they ſoeme vtterly to be forſaken, and 


beginne 
— — _— — 
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Pſal. 10 3. 2 
Col. 2,13 


Ia 1,8, 


— 7.19 


beginne to thinke, that bis mercie 1 
cleane gone for euer, as Dauid ſaith, and 
that hee wilt bee fauourable no more. 
| And therefore, the Church of God is 
compared to a /ilic among thornes, to 
giue vs to vnderſtand, that though it 
be very loudly & beautifull in the fight 
of Gad: yet it is ſubiect to many miſe- 
ries, and accombred with many mo- 
jeſtations. | 

But here it may be ſome will obieR, 
if the caſe bee. ſo that the children of 
God be ſubiect to ſo many & great af. 
flictions, then it ſeemeth, that either 
their ſins are not fully forgiuen them. 
or elſe, that Cod is not iuſt in inflicting 
ſuch puniſhments vpon them. To this 
I anſwer, that firſt, tor the fins of Gods 
children, they are all abſolutely forgi- 


1,lIpan, 157 | uen. The hlood of ( briſt, as the eApoſtle | 


| faith,dotb'clenſe vs from al fin. So that 
though they be as ſcarlet, yet the Lord 
maketh them s white as ſnow,&thogh | 


and, 44, 22 · them & woll. Yea the Lord purteth a- 


they be red like crimſon , hee maketh 


| way our tranſgreſvions lihe a cloud, and 


our ſinnes like a miſt , he ſubdueth our 


iniquities, | 


| | 
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iniquities, and caſterh thew inro the bot- | 


——ů — 
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| 


| teme of the Sea. So as they ſhall neuer 
| rile vp in iudgement againſt vs to ac- 


cuſe or conde mine vs. Againe, the Lord 


nt | 


=> 
— eee 


: . 
Ww »>%* 4 


2 
* , 


| ſome in reſpect of others. The end that 


| twofold.Firſt,therby to manifeſt & ſer 
forth his owne glory As our Sauiour | 
ſaid cõcerning the man that was borne , 


his workes : and being Judge of all the 
world, as Abraham faid, le muſt needs do 
right, And foraſmuch as our Saumur 
Chi hath ſatisfied Gods iuſtice for | 
our ſins, & hath borne them in his bodie 
on the croſſe: & feing the Lord hauing 


niſhed them once in Chriſt , cannot Non his 
wſtly puniſhthe again in vs: cherfore,it nicur in 


muſt needs follow , chat the miſeries 
wheruntoy children of God are ſub+ 
ject, are notpuniſhments of their fins, 
but y Lord hath other ends for which 
he afflicteth them. Now the ends are 
many, but for order ſake, we will refer 
thẽ to three heads. Some of them are in 
reſpect of Gad, ſome in reſpect of vs, & 


God aimeth at in teſpect of himſelſe, is 


is rigbteous in all bis waies, holy in all Pfalc ag, 


Gen. 18,25 


1. Pet. 2. 24 


blind, that that affliction was laid vpon 
him, 


——— 


ohn 9,233 


i 


1 


<—_— 
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Pal. 30. 15 


him. As it is ſaid in the Pſalme. Call 


him, neither for his owne ſinnes, nor 
for his fathers ſinnes, but ther the 
workgs ef God might be ſhewed on him. 
And indeed no ſmall glory redoun- 
deth vnto God by the afflictions of 
his children. A$ the power of God is 
more magnified and declared in aduer- 
fitie, then euer it could be in proſpe- 
ritie, For that whichrhe Lord ſaid to 
the Apoſtle Paul concerning outward 
aſflictious, Ay power ij made perfite 
through weakeneſſe. For when we are 
in proſperitie, & ſee no euill, we ſeeme 
not to ſtand need of Gods helpe. But 
when God deliuereth vs out of troble, 
| then is his power manifeſted, and then 
haue we occaſion offered to glorifiie 


| 


vpe me in the day of trouble and I will 
deliner thee, and thou ſbalt g lorifie mee, 
Yeathough the Lord for cauſes beſt 
knowne to himſelſe, doe not deliuer | 
his children our of their miſeries and 
tribulations :'yet this is no ſmall mat- 

ter of glory vnto him, that in the mid- | 
deft of them all he miniſtreth comfort 


vnto them, and maketh them cheerful, 


| 


| 
| 


and 


— 


| 
1 


e | 
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1 nad; cauſeth them to reioyce with #9) | | 
| | onſpeakeable, and glorioxs, 


| 


indignation againſt ſinne, that when 
the wicked ſhall ſee that Gods deareſt 
children, if they take libertie to ſinne, 
doe not eſcape the rod, they may know 
what themſelues are to looke for at 
his hands , according to that ſpecch 
of the Apoſtle Peter, If ] | 
begin at the howſe of God, what ſhall bes l. Pet 4,17, 
the end of them that obey not the Goſpell 
of Goa? 


moreconſpicuous, Not as though the 


of Afittion. 


Secondly to declai e his anger and 


ment fir it 


The ends that God aimeth at in re- 
ſpect of vs, are diverſe. Firſt to cor- 
re& and chaſten vs for our faults. As 
the Apeſtie faith, Whew we are indged, 
we are chaſtenedof the Lord. As a fa- 1. Cor. i 1,33, 
ther that hath care of his childe, if he 
ſee him take euill courſes, will correct | 
him to bring him to amendment: ſo | 
our moſt mercitull father will not ſufs | 
ter his children to continue in ſinne, Heb. 12,6. 
but vſeth corrections to reclame them. | 
Secondly, to try and exerciſe the gra- 
ces that are in them, and to make them | 
Lord | 


„ 


— 
— — 


—_— 
— 


—_ tt. At 


— — — — 1 
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Joh. , 24,25, 


fe of man, for be knew what mas in man, 


23 God hath wrought i in them. Thus ſaid 
75 lob of his afſlictons, he knew they were 


lob. z; „10, | 
E mer and 1 ſhall come forth like the 
2, Pet 1,6, gold. And che Apoſtle Pe ter ſaith, that 
the children of God are i beauineſe 
through manifold tentations,, that the 
tryall of their faith, being much more 
precious then gold that periſheth, might 
be found to their praiſe and honour and 
glory at the appearing of Ieſus Chriſt, 
God will not ſuffer che graces ot his, 
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Lord were ignorant of thern · For he 
tnat made them , muſt ncedes know |. 
wharisinthem. And therefore, iris 
ſaid of our Sawiowr Chrift, that ho- 
ſoeuer many” profeſſed to beleeue in 
lim yet he did not commit bimſelfe vn · 
— be knew tbem all, and 
bad no nene that any men ſhow!d reflin, | 


But he dochit, that men may knowe 
cbemſelues, and chat it may appeare 
2 what excellent things 


no puniſhments ot his ſinnes, as his 
ſnenda would haue perſwaded him, 
but tryals of his faith and patience. 

He kuometih uma, (aich he, and try- 


chüldren 


—— 
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children to lye idle and. to - ruſt in a Non eſt 
them , but. hy afflictions will cxercile re tun 
them and bring them to light. As Saint — 
Auguſtine ſaith well. (a) Aſſliction is De Cv. Bei 
nota puniſhment of ſiane, but a tryall lib. . cap. 3. 
of our vettue. And firſt, the faith of 
Gods children is hereby tryed and ma. | 
nifeſted. When a man is in no danger 
nor nuſery it is an cafe matter for him N 
to beleeue, but when he groancth vn - 
der the burden of affliction , and ſee- 1 
meth euen to be quite torſaken of the 
Lord, then dy the power ot his faith to 
cry with Dauad, Ay God, God, and 
with Je ghaugh he ſlay me yet will / 
truſt in him, is a matter of, great difft» | _ 
cultie. Againe, their Chriſtian courage |," — n 
appeateth. We thinke we are ſtrong e- b Dulce bel- 
nough,till we be put to the ttial. (As lun ipexper- 
many vaine cowards in the middeſt of tis. 
their cups, wil make great boaſt oſcheir © Marcer fine 
valor, but when they come into yheld, — — 
they date not looke the enemy in the — 
face. Seneca, an heathen man, that neuer tempeitate, in 
knew whaty valor of a true Chriſtian acie miluem 
meant, could yet ſay of moral fortitude — De 
i withereth & becomech fecble if — 
it 
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it haue not an aduerſarie to encounter 
wichall. The skill of a Pilot is beſt dif- 
cerned in the greateſt tempeſt, and the 
— of a Soldier in the hotteſt 


skirmiſh. So the fortitude of a Chrs- 


ian Soldier a h moſt in the grea- 
| reſt and heauieſt affliction. How can 
ir bee knowne what courage a man 
hath to endure ſickneſſe and pouertie, 


tience is by this means made knowne, 
Patience is a virtue which is alwayes 
necefiaric tor vs, but if it be not exer · 


ry before he can draw it forth: fo when 


patience is not tryed, the Deuill may 


wound a man to death, before hee be 
able to defend himſelfe with it, Laſt 
of all, by this meanes their loue to 
God is moſt of all declared, It is not 
any thing worth for a man to loue 
God , when all things proſper wich 
_ & ſucceed according to his owne 


deſire, Now if a man ſhould not loue 
God 


&c. if he alwaies haue his health, and 
| abound in riches. Moreouer their pa- 


ciſcd we ſhall haue little vſe of it. As 
when a ſword is ruſted in the ſheath, a 
man may be wounded by ms aduerſa- 
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God then, cuen in the iudgement of 


and about his bowſe, aud 


the deuill, it were pittie of his life. For 
he could ſay hen the Lord commea- 


ded Jeb. Doth Hob fare God for naa be? Loba f. g. 10: 


about him, 
t all that 
he hath en cuery ide thou haſt bleſſed the 
works of bis hands, , and his ſubſtance i 
inereaſed in the land. Nay he that ſhall 
oneſy loue God in thisrelpet , may 
leeme to loue him for what will you 
giue me rather then for his owne fake: 
Bu he that cleaueth vnto God in the 
time of aſfliction, when all things goe 
croſſe with him, that is a token of true 
loue indeed. Thus we ſee how the 
graces ot Gods children are manifeſted 
in affl ion, more then they could be 
in proſperity. As brickes if they be not 
throughly fardned in the fire, will by 


bak than nor made an 


and by be diſſolued; it they come into 


the water. So vnles the graces of Gods 
children be continually exerciſed, the 
leaſt af. ion that is will ouercome 
them. Spices neuer glue a (ſweeter 
ſmell, then when they are beaten 


to powder: fo Gs graces of God 


| 


— — 


— 


in 
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Rom: 5.34: that ſpeech of the Apoſtle, Tribulation 
55 bringeth forth patience, and pationce ex- 
q perience, and experience hope, ere. Wher· 

vnto agrecth that ſaying of 8. Angaſf. 


a Non fran. ' 


git in bonis | fortitude of them that be good, ney- 
— to. ther rooteth 
ec 


rome gt, and cherefore, for preventing thereof, 
Seim 3. it is neceſſary that the Lord ſhould af- 


þ 


virtutem, nec 


— b Thefire of affliction trieth the graces 
tem, ſed exer · Of the godly, but it doth not conſume 


citatam facit them. 


foctundio- | - Thirdly, the Lord afflierh bis chil- 
em. . 
De Cir. Dei | dren to preuent ſin to come. There is 
ib. i. ca. 13. in the beſt of vs ſuch a maſſe of cotrup- 


Matth. 9. 12 | ſinne. They that be whole (as our — 
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in his children are neuer ſo fragrant & 


odoriterous, as whe they are as it were 
pounded by atflition , according to 


— — 


4 Aſflictiõ danteth not the patience & 


godlineſſe out of their 
randique minds, but by exerciſing of it, maketh 
it more fruitfull. And that of Bernard, 


Ignis afflic- tion, as that vpon euery occaſion wee | 
Duts ckami are apt and proane to fall into ſinne: 


flict vs. As a skilſull Phyſtion many 
times preſcribcth medicins to ptelerue 


from ſickenes : ſo doth the Lord vſe 


affliction to preſerue his children from 


1 . 


ier 
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niour (Chriſt laith) neede not 4 Phyſiti- 
on. So if wee were ſound indeede, and 
bad no corruption in ys, we 
not ncede to bee dealt withall in this 
manner. But being corrupted and di- 
tempered as wee ate, wee ſtand neede 
to bee purged and let bloud by affli- 
Rion, 
Foutthly , by afflictions the Lord 
doth giue vs ſome comfortable teſti- 
monie of the reſurreRion to a better 
life, For ſeeing the godly are for the 


' moſt, in this lite ſo euill intreated, =_ 
K 


may aſſure themſelues, that in th 

to come, there ſhall be a bleſſed change 
and alteration , wherein God ſball wipe 
away all teares from their eyes and there 
Jhalbe no more death, nor ſorrow ,nenher 
ſhall there be any more paine. But, they 
that bane continued with Chriſt Ieſus 
in his tent ations , ſhall baus a kingdome 
appointed vnto them by him , that they 
may eat & drink. at bis table in his king 
dome, c. T bis is that which Abraham 


told the rich ꝑluttõ being in hel in ter- 
ments, Son, ſaith he, remember that i hon 


in thy life time receinedſt thy pleaſures, 
D 2 and 


et 


Apoc. 2 1. 4. 


Lu. 23. 26,29 
| 


Luke 16.25 
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and lilewiſe Lax arus pain tem therfore 
ic be comfort ed. & then art tormented. 

Fiſtiy, by af flictions wee are made 
conformable y nto Chriff, For he was 
not exempt ſiom the Croſſe, as one 
ſaith wel. a Vd had one ſonne witty 
out ſinne, but none without a fiction. 


mum habuit Though he were the anthor of eterno/l 


flagello. 


Lohn 15,20 


e peccato, 


ullum ſine 


ebr. 8. 9 
la th. 2.17 
al Inſtitut. 


ib. 3. cap. &. | 
lect. 1. 


ſaluation'to al that obey * hewas 
conſcerate by affliAions ;, Vea albeit he 


were the be/ancd Sonne of Cad in mi 


be us wellp/eaſed.: yer we ſee his Father 
was ſo far from cockering and pampe- 
riag of him, that we may truely ſay he 
was not onely exerciſed with afflicti- 


ons, Whiles he was ypon the earth: but 
bis whole like was nothing elſe but a 
continuall creſle. Why then hould we 


| looke to be exempted from chat con» 


dnion which Chriſt our head was ro 


vndergoe ? eſpocially ſeeing bee did 
vndergoe it for our (akos, that in bim- 


patience, And therefore the , poſtle 
teacheth Vs , that all the children of 
Godare 2 to this cud, that 


ſelte hee might giue vs an mH of 


they might bemade like to vhe Image of 


him. 


n 
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him. Taz word, by affine the Lord 
doth feale vnto vs the aſſaranet of out 
adoption. For as the Ape fle ſaith, 


aid be ſcourgeth : nery ſonne that be re- 
ceiunth. if yer endure chaffening | God \ 
offereth bimſclfe unto you 4 fonnes - for 
what ſonne is it whom the Father cba. 
freneth not ? If therefore yee be without- 
correction, whereof all are partakery,, | 
then are yee baſfterdt und not ſores. 
Where wee are taughe, that wee can 
gather no greater teſtimony, that wee 
are the ſomnes of God, chan from the 
louing correRions which hee layeth 
vpon vs. 

Laſt of all, chere is 2 good end of our 
alflict ions ĩn reſpect of others. If wee 
be conſt int and couragious vader the 
croſſe, our exx nple is 2 notable en | 
couragement vnto others to treade in 

our ſteppes. If wee bee fearefull and 

faint · heatted, others my learne what 

frailty there is in man, and may there. Nom. r. 18 
by be moued to pitty vs, asific were H. 3.3 
their owne cafe, as alſo to comfort vs, 


and to pray for vs: and to watch more 


4 


= o 


Whom the Lord low-th hee chaffenerh, He. 116,8. 
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chat #hoſeexer will lie godly in Chrift 
ew, maſt ſuffer perſecation : and that 


carefully & ligẽtly ouer themſelues. 
D Lak way to euerlaſting 


by this meanes as it were chal 
or hereby all men may ſee, 


| b many tribulations we muſt - 
ter into the kingdome of Heanen , And 
thus wee ſee the poynt is ſufficiently 
cleared , that afflictions to Gods chil. | 
dren are no puniſhments of their fins, 
but that the Lord ſendeth them for 
many other good ends and purpoſes, 
he vſe ot this Doctrine is very 
profitable. Firſt, it ſerueth to teach 
euery one of vs, to iadge wiſely, as 
Dauid ſaith , of the poore, and theſe 
that areafflifled . I here is a corrup- 
tionin onr nature , which maketh vs 
raſhly conclude, when wee ſee a man 
afflicted with ſome heauic crolse, 
that ſurely it is GODS iudgement 
you him for his ſinne. So dealt the 
larbarians with the Apefle Paul, 
when they ſawe a Yiper leapt vpon 
him, and hang vpon his hand, they 


ucs: 


| ſaide preſently amongſt themſel 


Thu 
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This mas ſurely is a murtherer , om — | 
though hee 2. eſcaped the Sea, K 28,224, 


D 
1 
8 
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ef 
vengeance hath not ſaffred to line. Yea 
this corruption will euen into 
the beſt of vs all, if we do not endea- 
uour to keepe it out. As wee ſee in 
lobt friends, who though they were 
otherwiſe men of great knowledge, | 
and = doubt) godly : yet w 

they ſaw the ſtrange afflidtions that 
GO D had brought vpon him, they 
by and by, with one conſent, paſse 
their cenſure ypon him, That he was 
an hypocrite, and that G O D had 
now found him out. As Bildad tel- 
lech him plainely, that his ſonnes had 
ſinned againſt 30 D, and therefore 


Iob 8. 4, 


that hee had iuſtly ſent them To the 
place of their tniquitie , And Zephar 
bids him know, that Gol had forgot 
ten him for bus iniquitie , ea Eliphes 


not (ſaith he) thy wickednes great, and 


thine iniquities innumerable ? For thou 


haſt taken the pledge from thy brother 
for nought, ard ſpoiled the cloathes of 
the naked. To ſuch as were weary , thou 


commeth to particulars with him. I 


Iob 1.6. 


and 22.5 » 
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John 9.1.2 


Lu.13.1,2,35 
455» | 


— 


| PRI L. * 


caves of his calsmitie. And the Dil. 


| either tot his owne br his parencs fins. 


warty tour tibe, id 55 
withdrawne hreul "from th: hung. 
ben baff taft vt hh rf , 4 
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And where ve fret, he 13 not afraid co 
charge lo with and vni- 
mercitulnes, as if theſe had beene the 


Nes of bur Sr Cin, whih 
they lav a man that was borne blinde, 
they ſttarrway inagined, that it was 


ut we ift kro., that euer y crofſe 
is not à putſuing ot a man for ſinne, 
ad or Funn teacheth in the Goſpel, 
when he ſaid to ttiem that ſhewed him 


ces: Swppoſe fo , that theſe Galileans 


uur, becauſe they bene 


that thoſe et: httewe, ver whom the To- 


the ure of the farberliſſe wire broken. | 


of the GAH, whdfebloud Pilate | 
had tnirgled with theit owe fcrifi. ) | 


weve rater wttrs then all other Gali- | © 
Pffered juch | * 
thongs. I tell younay . Or thinks ye, 13 


wir in Stleam: fell and flew thei , were. 
Itllyow ay tt. Anu therefore, if a- 


and 


Pttnis above all thit di Iituſalem? | ; 
ny ot vs haue beende fooliſh this way, 
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2nd haue thought wicketly and vn. 
charitab yo our hrethren, when wee 
haue ſceue them viſited by the hand of 
God, let vs learne henceforth, as Sal- 
won faith, to lay eur band vpon our 
mourhes, Pro 30. 31 leſt ve condemme 
the generaxion of God chi dren, I ſal. 
73. 15. Saint Augaſſu bath a moſt 
excellent ſaying to this purpoſe: Al- 
though ſaich hee, the godly and the 
wicked be allxe afflicted , yet they ate 
diſtinct che one ſtom the o. het, there 
4 remainerh an vnlikenefle of the ſuf- 2 Manet diſ- 
ferers, inthe likeneſſe of their ſuffe - fimiluudo | 
ria gs. For, as vader one and the ſame — — 
fire, golde thineth and gliſler eth, and paſsionum. 
cheffe fmoaketh : and vnder one and 
the ſame flaile, the ſtrawe is broken is 
pieces, and thecorne is purged : ney- 
ther are the lees therefore mingled 
with the oyle, becauſe they are ftrai- 
ned — in — and the ſame preſſe : So 
one and the lame violence ruſhing v | 
onthe godly and de wicked, weft des 
puriſieth and melteth the one, but it qualia, ed 
damn eth, deſtroyeth, and vtterly vn- quali quil- 


doeth the other. So great a matter it E 


IS, lib.i.c ap. | 
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2 Seneca Dc 
divin, Prouid, 
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in the £g 


Gods chil 


is, not what things one ſuffereth, but 
how he is qualified that ſuffer eth. For 
one and the ſame motion cauſeth the 
dung to ſtincke horribly, and the oint- 
ment to ſmell moſt ſweetely : So that 
alſlictions are like the red Sea, whae- 
A gptians were drowned, and 
the [ſravlites ſaued. 
Secondly , it ſerueth to comfort all 
in the middeſt of the 
al flictions that can befall 
them. It is the infirmitic and weaknes 
of our nature to thinke, that aiflicti- 
on is a tolcen of Gods anger, and that 
if any extraordinary croſſe doe befall 


vs, we preſently feare that God hath 
forſaken vs. But as we heard already, 
though God aſflit vs with many and 
heauie croſſes, yet we are neuer the 
leſſe deare ynto him, neyther doth 


hee lone vs any whit the leſſe. An 
Heathen man, that neuer had expe- 
ricnce of the loue of God to his chil- 
dren, had yet a glimmering of the 
trueth of this point. « Doſt thou not 
ſee. ſaith he, chat fathers loue their chil- 
dren farre otherwiſe then mothers doe? 

They 
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, | effeminately, but manfully, and exer- 


4 | 


They would haue their children ſti 

vp betimes to vndergoe labor & toile, 
& cauſe them to ſweat, yea ſomtimes to 
weepe , But mothers deſire to cheriſn 
them in their boſoms, & to 3 
in couert & ſhelter : they would neuer 
haue them weepe , they would neuer 
haue them ſad,they would neuer haue 
them take paines, In like maner (ſaith 
he) God hath a fatherly affection to- 
wards good men, and loueth them not 


ciſeth chem with labors, with forrows, | 
with loſſes, that ſo they may gather 
true ſtrength and hardnefſe : So that 
the greater that our afflictions are, the 
better may wee be perſwaded of the 
loue of God 2 yea the more comfort 


. — 


e may take in them. For God hauing 
promiſed, that Hee will not ſuffer vs to 
be tempted aboue that wee are able : we 


may aſſure our {clues that God 
v ee haue ſtrength to beare them, 


with the, When a Captain hath a piece 
of ſeruice weighty and full of danger, 
hee will not ſend a coward or a white» 


| elſe he would not put ys to encounter 


liuered 


1, Cor. 10. f 3 


— 


— 
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livered fellow about it, but hee ma- 
keth choice of thoſe that are Foutelt, 
and of whoſe valour and courzge hee 
hath had moſt experrence,and to them 
he commitreth-the charge of that bu-| | 
fiaes. Ss dealeth the Lord with vs. In 
his great wiſedome and mercie hee 
propottioneth his afflictions, accor - 
ding to that mealure of ſtrengrh,which | 
hee ſeeth in vs. When a Phyſition hat) 
to deale with @ Patient that is of a 
ſtronꝑ conſtitution, bee miniſtreth to 
bim ſtrong purgations: But if hee be 
weake and tec bie, hee pteſeribeth tor 
him milder potions. In like manner 
our heauenly Phyſfition maketh the cup 
of our affl ct ons more bitter or more 
milde, as hee knoweth hee hath ginen 
vs abthry to beare the ſame. And ſo 
long as hee ſtrengtheneth vs by his 
gloriouy power, wee neede not care 
what eroſſes wee meete witha'| : for 
wee may be lute they ſhall not hurt vs. 
For, as ſo many riuers which daily do 
rin Into the Sea, and ſuch aboun- 
dance of raine that falleth continually | 


into it from the Cloudes, and ſuch a 


multi- 


— —— — — 


— — 
— 


* 


ren 


rr 


multitude of fountaines that ſpring 
fromthe middle of the earth, doe not 
cl no nor any whit abate of di. 
minith the ſalt ſauour thereof: ſo the 
violence and force of atflictions doth 
net alter the minde of a violent man, 
but he abiderh in his eſtate, and what. 
ſoener befalleth , hee bringech it into 
his one colour. And onthe contra- 
rie ſide, there is no greater cauſe of 
diſcomtort, then when wee ate alto- 
— from aiflictions. Andther- 
ore one calleth a ſecure lite, which is 
not fubiect co croſſes, the dead Sea, af- 
fieming , that when # man hach no- 
thing to ſtirre him vp, and pricke him 
forward , nothiag to trie the conſtan- 
cie and firmenefleof his mine, but 


Non eſt tran- 


lieth bur ed in idlent ſſe, it is not ttan· 
qu lity but a dead calme. 

Againe, this is no {mall argument 
of comfort, that Cod heholdeth vs in 
all our troubles and afl ct ons, as it is 
ſaid of the people t Iſrael. when they 


that Cod looked on them, ana bad reſpe 
vate them. Though they might thinke, 


in 


quiliras,mali- 


greand ynder the bon dave of Pharao, | 


cia eſt. Sene- 
2 epiſt, 6 8. 


Exod. 2. 23 


» 


Indg. 10 19 


Tach. 2.8 
| 


(Plalme 56.8 


Malac. 3. 16 
Exod. 2 23 


in regard of y miſerable ſlauery which 
they indured, that God had quite ſor- 
gotren them, and his promiſe made to 
chem and their fathers yet it was o- 
ther iſe, his eye did ſtill behold them. 
Neithet doth the Lord looke vpon vs, 
as an idle beholder, or as one that 4 
taketh pleaſure to ſee our miſery, but: 
with compaſsion and a tendet regard. 
As hee ſaith _ __ * 1 baxe | 
ſurely ſeens the trouble 0 le | | 
«>> — Ager, and — — b 
their cry, becauſe of their tacke-mai- 5 
fers, and I know their ſorrowes. Ther- 
fore I am come dine to deliner them, | © 
&c, And loc, the crie of the children of 
Iſrael is come vnto me, and ] bane alſs| 
ene the oppreſtion, wherewith the - 
Liens eppreſſe them . Where we ſee, 
t the Lord taketh to heart the affli- | 
ctions ot his children, Aud his verie 

ſoule ts griened for their miſcris, and it 1 
goeth as neare him, as if a man ſhould |. 
rouch the apple of bis eye. He regardeth 
their ſighs and groans, and their teares 
heepurteth im bis bottell: hee regiſtreth 
| their words and — Seb 6 


Books 


— | 


AY |. * 
h |} | Books of remembrance written for them | 

— | | that frare him, and all their cruss come 

o| | | vp is bim. It is true, that the Lord ſom. 

po times ſeemeth to forget & neglect his 

n. children in the time of trouble. As our 

$| | | Savior Chriſt being in the ſhip with his | 

| D iſciples, was aſleepe, till the ſhip was 

ut] ſcouered with waues, and they were all 

d.| xe to periſh, When be heard that Z4- | Toba 11 6 
ve | [rar bis friend whom hee loued, was 

le| | | ſicke, he did not preſently goe to viſite 


him, & to cõfort his ſiſters, but abode 
fſſtil two dayes in y place where he was, 
I ſo as Lazarw was dead & buried be- 
, . fore he came there. But when hee hath 
of | | | ſutficiently tryed & humbled them, he ? 
ſo returneth & ſpeedily comforteth the, 3 
end ſo diſpoſech of their alſlicuons, at 
e, hee alwayes enableth them to get the 
u- — For, as they that had theo. | Orig. de pri 


„f uerſight of the wraſtlings and com- lib, 3 . 
n | bates among che Heathen, did not ſuf- 
d fer the combatants to begin the eon- 
thi | fli& hand ouer head, nor arme them 


res | |.confuſedly,all anke: but making di- 0 
th ligent examination, as they ſaw mens 

14 bodies and ages, they were careful | 
* | ; ro | 


— 


to mateh like wich like, and to furniſh 
them with weapons fie far them: ln 
like ſart , the promdence of God diſ- 
poſeth and ordereth after a moſt equal | | 
maner, all thoſe that deſcend into the 
corfliAs of this life, ſo as one encoun- 
treth with the fleſh, another with po- 
hor ancther with ſickenes, another 
with in amy. another v ith perſecuti- 
on: and putteth vpon euety one of the 
diuers kinds of armor, and furriſherh 
them with greater or leſſer ſtrength, a; 
may inable them to overcame the eni- 
my chat is appointed for the. For God 
is not like the maſter of the games be- 
fore ſpoken of, who when hee hath ar- 
med the parties, departeth out of the 
wraſtling placeto behold the combar 
withthe reſt, But the Lord ſtandeth 
by them ſtill, and aideth and aſſiſteth 
them at c uery turne , and continually 
ſuccoureth them that are weaker with 
greater ſtrength. 
And heerein the Lord dealeth with 
his children, as /oſepb dealt with his 
brethren when they came into Eg it to 
buy corne, For as /oſeph himſelle was 
| many 


— —— 8 ——_—_—. 


ther they loued their bro her Benia- | 


_ 
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of AﬀiiiFion. | 
many wayes tried of the Lord, before 
he was made Ruler of the Land: ſo he 
likewiſe many wayes tryed and exer- 
ciſed his brethren before hee would 
make himſelſe knowne vnto them, or 
acknowledge them to be his brethren, 


Firſt, he tryed them, whether they had Geneſ. 4. 7. 


truly repemed, and were toucned with et cetera ad 
remorſe for the iniury they had done 


to him, in that ſo crueily and +nna- 
turally they ſolde him iato Egypt: 
Secondly , hee tryed _ » whether 
th attempted any ſuch thing a. 
ih — —— — 
in that hee enioyned them to bring 
him with them the next time, that hee 
might ſee him: T hirdly , when they 


Ibid. ver. 20 


had brought him, hee ſhewed extra- Gen 43-34 


ordinary kindeneſſe to him aboue the 
reſt, giuing him five times ſo great a 
portion as hee did any of them, and 
all to trie whether they did enuy him 
or no: Fourthly, he tryed them whe- 


min ſo weil, that when hee alone was 
detained, they would all for his ſake 


come backe againe from their iourny. 
N E Laſt 
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Gen. 44. l. et 


cetera ad 14 


and; 2. 
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Laſt of all, he tried them whether they | 
laued their father ſo intirely, as y they 
would not return home without Pen- 

cle 17, min, which they knew would be in- 
tollerable grieſe vato their tather. All 

this while no doubt his brethren were 

in great perple xity & much troubled; 
and ſtill /oſeph made as though he had 

not regardedit hem. But his bowels did | | 
earne within him towards them, and 
his heart was aſmuch grieucd a; theirs, 

Gen. 42.*4 j inſomuch as twice he was conſtrained | 

and 43 30 | taturne from them and weep, And at 

and 45-15223 | the laſt he could refrain no longer, bur | 
he cried out, I am Ioſeph your brother. 

So like iſe ¶ brift Ieſus our ble ſſed Sa- 

#ioxr, Who is not aſhamed to call vs his 

Brethren, doth (ufter vs to be everci- | 

ſed with many & grieuous afflictions, 

and ſcemeth ſometimes as though he 
cared not for vs: but yet in the meane | 


Ibid. ve 


Ct cet. 


Matth 29.10 
Hed, 2,14 


— — - 


hots | while,bis r-pentirgs arerolled together, 


| and at the laſt, when he hath ſufficiert- | 
ly tryed vs, hee will manifeſt himſelſe 
vnto vs to Cur vnſpeakeable comfort. | 
According as himſelſe ſaith, Hee that 
leneth mes ſhall be laued of my t ather, 
and) 


— — _ . —— —— »W . — — — ————— ͤ E—ẽ—ä —— “ẽ⁵ n —— | 


| of Affliction. 
wh — —2 13 — JOUR 
y ) and | will laus him, and will ſbem mine 
yl | owne ſelfe to him : That is as one well 
7 noteth, I will loue him by trying his 
= loue and patience, and when I haue 
I tryed him, I will manifeſt my ſelle 
te vnto him . And though peraduenture | 
1331 this manifeſtation ſhall not bee by a- 
d nie outwatd deliuerance in this life: 
d| | yet at the day of Iudgement hee will 
d acknowledge them openly in the ſighe 
8. of men and Angells . Then hee ſhall 
d not be able to containe himſel fe anie 
t longer, but ſhall ſay vato vs with a 
t loude yoyce, ſo as all the world ſhall 
I heare, Ian leſus your Brother, Come | 
= yer bleſſed of my Father, inberite the | 
is King dame prepared for you from the 
* foundations of the world. Matt. 2 5. 34. 
p, | For, as the eAfgyptians and all the 
e | houſe of Pharaoh heard the woyce of 
e Toſeph, warn hee revealed himſelfe vn- 
I to his Brethren, Geneſc45.2. So in the | 
— day ot Iudgement, when Chriſt ſhall 
ſe | | manifeſt himſelfe to his brethren, bea 
r. uen and carth , and all the Angelli in 
1 heauen ſhall heare his voyce: yea all 
p, | the damned, & the whole houſe ot hell | 
4 | E 2 ſhall | 
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; | w — 
| 


way, 


Wiſd.s. 23425 


Gene. 45.8 
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ſhall here it, and ſhall gnaſh their 
teeth for anger : and gnaw their tongs 
for griefe of heart to ſee thoſe whom 
they ſomerimes had in deriſion, and 
in a parable of tepte ach, whoſe life 
they rhoughtto be madnes, and their | 
end withont honour, to be now coun -« 
ted ainong the children of God, and 
to haue their portion amongſt the 
Saints. 

Finally, this is another argument 
of yn{peakeable comfort to the chil- 
dren of God, that the greater their at- 
flictions are, the greater (hal their glo- 
ric be. As the efpoſtle Peter ſaith , If 
Je be rayled vpon for the name of Chriſt 
(and it is true likewiſe of all other affli- 
Qions) bleſſed are yee, for the Spirite of 
florie, and of God reſteth vpon you. And 
heereot we baue a worthy example in 
Joſeph before named. For, aftet the 
manitold and great calamities which | | 
he incured ſo many yeares, he was ex- | | 
alted by Pharaoh and as himſelfe con- 
feſſeth, was made I ord of all his houſe, 
and Ruler through all the land of - 
Gt. And it is worthy to be nnd 
that 


1— 


e 


5 22 | 


| 
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that for ſome thirteene yeares Where - 
in he was afflicted, he was exalted, and 
ruled in e/£gypt for the ſpace of foure. 
{core yeares, as may eaſily be gathe- 
ted out of the Story. For hee was ſea- 
uenteene yeares olde, when his bre- 
thren ſolde him away: hee was thirtie 
yeares olde When hee was aduaunced 
by Pharasb : and he liued Gouernour 
ot the land of «£gypt, till hee were an 
hundred and ten yeares olde. Beſides, 
ſuch was the goodneſſe of God ynto 
him, that for the ſeueral miſcries which 
hee ſuffered, hee received a ſeuerall re- 
ward, For the hatred of hi: brethren 


hee obtained the fauour of the King 
and his Nohles. For the contempt and 
ſcorne which his brethren heaped vp- 
on him, calling him Dreamer, & c. he 
was worſhipped of them, with their 
faces downe to the ground. Forthe 

articoloured coate which they _— 
bim of, when they caſt him into the 
pit, he was arayed by Pharaoh with a 
princely roabe of fine innen. In ſtead 
of the fetters wherewith he was bound 


| 


in priſon, P haraob put his own ring on | 
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Gen. 37. 19 
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his hand, and a chaine of golde about 
his necke. In ſteade of the priſon and 
dungeon where he lay, he was ſet vp- 
on the Kings beſt Chariot ſaue one, 
and carried in great pomp throughout 
the cittie. Whereas before he was con- 
renined of all men, as a ſtranger, asa 
ſeruant and a priſoner, hee is now ho · 
nored of all men, by bowing the knee 
at the Kings commaundement. In a 
word, in ſteade of his fathers houſe, 
from which he was exiled and bani- 


a quanto plus 


toi Menti,t 1n- 
10 plus elit 
glotiae. 
Senc:a de 
diuin. Prouid. 


ſhed, be had dominion in all the land 
of «Egypt. So true is that ſaying euen 
ol an heathen man, «The greater tor- 
ment a man indureth, the greater ſhall 
be his glory afterwards. But how ſoe- 
ver the Lord doth not alwayes deale 
thus with his children in this life: yet 
in the life to come, without all que» 


| ſion, they ſhall finde the truth of that 
comfortable promiſe, deliuered by the 


| Apeſile, Our light aſſliction which is but 


excellent and eternall weight of glorie, 
Thirdly , this Doctrine ſerueth to 

admoniſn vs, that ſeeing affliction is 

the 


for a moment, cauſetb vnto vs a far more 
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of A fflitton. 


the lot and portion of Gods children 
in this life, that therefore wee ſhould 
| prepare for it before it come. The 
Lord will not haue his children come 
to Heauen in a pleaſant way, that is 
ſttewed with ruſhes, as it were, but 
through many tribulations wee muſs eu- 
ter into his lun gdome. As Bernard ſaich 
well, 4 He is not meet for the crowne 
that is not yet prepared for the crofle, 
And therefore is good tor vs to arme 
our ſelues before hand, that when they 
come they may not hitte vs on the 
bare. Wee mult bee carefull ro ſtore 
vp grace and comfort againſt a rainie 
day, that what ſocuer ſhall befall vs, 
wee may bee prouided to beare it. In 
our beit eſtate, wee muſt pur our 
ſelues in a readineſſe ro ſuſter aduer- 
ſitie, whenſocurr D ſhall ſend it. 
In our greateſt abundance, ic is good 
for vs to thinke of want: in our pro- 
ſperitie, it is good to looke for cala- 
mitie: and in our perfecteſt health to 
remember that ſickeneſſe may come - 
There is nothing that maketh all af- 


fliction more bitter and grieuous vnto 


E 4 vs, 


Act. st. 22 


proemium, 
qui nondum 


paratus eſt ad 


patibulum. 


De cocna 


Vom. Ser. 6 
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2 Non eſt i- 


doneus ad 


a Si von quic- 
quid heri p 
teſt, pro futu- 
ro babes, das 
in te vires re. 
bus aduerſis, 
quas infregi 
uiſquis prior 
— de ttan- 
qu l cap. 11 
b Sapicns aſ 
ſueſcit futuris 
malis, et quae 
alli diu pali- 


The Benefite 


— 


endo leuia ſa- 
ciunt, hic leuia 
facit din cogi- 
tande Epi · 27 


vs, then becauſe it taketh vs many 
times on the blind ſide, before we ſee 


it, or dreame of it. Whereas miſerie 


that is fore-{cene and premeditated, 
doth little hurt vs. AffliRtion is like the 
Baſilis ke, of which it is written, that if 
it ſee a man before hee ſee it, it killeth 
bim; but iſhee ſee it firſt, it hath no 
power to hurt him. So affliction is 
moſt terrible to thoſe whom it findeth 
vnprepared , Seneca. though an Hea- 
then man, hath ſpoken well to this 


purpole: 4 If ( ſaith hee) thou doeſt 


not make account, that wharſceuer 
can befall, may come vnto thee, thou 
giueſt aduerſitie power and ſtrength 
againſt thee, hich, Whoſoeuer ſeeth 
firſt, hath weakened and abated. And 
in an other place : 6 A wiſe man ac- 
cuſtometh himſelfe to future euills, 
and theſe things which other men 
make eaſie by long ſuffering, hee ma- 
keth caſte by ſoreſeeing. 

Fourth ly. it teacheth vs to be patient 
in all the afflictions that God layeth 
vpon ys, becauſe they are bis louin 
corrections, in regard of our daily falls 


and 


— A. 


| 


| | beſt of vs according to our deſerts, we 


of Alliict; ion. 


and infitmities. We may not (ay with 
lob, Oh that my griefe were well weigh · Lob 6. a, 
ed, and my —— were leyd toge her þ 
in the ballance : For it would now bee | and 34.6 
heawier then the ſand of the Sea. And 
my wonnd u grienous without ney ſinne: 
But rather acknowledge, that we haue 
deſerucd farre greater puniſhment, as | 
Dauid ſaith, If thou Lord ftraitly mar- Plalme 130.3 
heſt our iniquitizs, O Lord, who ſhall 
fand? It God ſhould deale with the 


| 


ͤ— 


were neuer able to abide it. And ther · 
fore as Bernard ſaith well, 4 It is Suſtinete 
good for vs to be are the rodde of cor- virgam corris 
rection, leſt we feele the hammer of gs 
confuſion · The more wee ſtruggle and — | 
ſtriue vader the hand of God, the lefle centem. In pi 
we preuaile, and the more we prouoke g1.ſerm.g 
him to diſpleaſure, & cauſe him to vſe 
harder courſes againſt vs. As a father, 
hauing an vnruly ſonne, that will not 
take correction, binds him to a forme. 
But the ſooner wee yeelde and ſubmit 
our ſeluesto bis will, and kiſſe his rod, 
the ſooner we ſhall be deliuered. 

Laſt of all, it ſerueth to reprooue the Vic 5- 


pro- 


— 
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iaſult ouer the children of God in their 
miſeries 1 and doe not ſticke blaſphe- 
Mal. 2, 14, 15 mouſly toſay, bas profite haue theſe 
holy fellowes by keeping Gods comman 
' dements , or by walking humbly before 
the Lord of Hoſtes ? Wee neuer re gar- 


' Wickedneſſe , and tempted GOD all our 
Hinze, and yet we are ſet vp and deliue- 
red. Wee haue rebellionſly tranſgreſſed, 
euen from our cradles, and yet our 
wayes dos proſper, and we bane wealth 
at will. But let all ſuch vngodly per- 
ſons know, firſt, that it is a grieuous 
ſinne, to adde affliction to thoſe that 
are in miſerie. For howſoeuer God do 
many times ſeue rely correct thoſe that 
tranſgreſſe his Law e, though they be 


Ierem. 12.1 


| them, no more then a father that whip« 
peth his ſonne for his faults, will ſuffer 
his ſeruant s ſpirefully to taunt and re- 
proach him. Againe, the children of 
God, though they walke neuer ſo vp- 
rightly before the Lord, yet their re- 
ward 


— 


— — — 


— — — 
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profane wretches of the world, who | 


' ded Gods ſeruice, but haxc wroug he | 


neuer ſo deare vnto him , yet hee will | 
not allow the wicked to inſult ouer | 


| 


| 
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ward is not in this life. It doth wot yet ; Iohn 3. 2 

pe are what they ſhall be. But there 44 2 Tim. 4.8 

crowne of righteouſnos laid: vp for thens | 

againſt the day of Iudgement: & when 

Chriſt which is their life ſhall appeare, Coloſkg.4 

then ſhall they alſo appeare with him in | 

glory And for themſelues, though their 

proſperitie bee neuer ſo gteat forthe 

preſent, yet it is incor ſtant, & ſhall not 

indure. Ihe Lord ſerts them im ſlipperie Plalme 73-18 

places, & cafteth them down into deſola- | 

tion, & ſodamly are they deſtroyed, peri- 

ſhed and horribly conſumed, For euen in 

the midſt of their wealth, they are but 

fatted & prepared for the day of laughs Ierem. 12.3 

ter. And thus much hall ſuffile for the 

firſt point, which I haue the lõger inſt. 

ſed on, becauſe it is ſo neceſſary for vs. 
Ii is good that I was afflifted, ) This 

muſt be vnderſtood of croſſes that are 

lanctified, when GO D g'ueth grace 

to make an holic vie of them, It is | 

true, affliction in it owne nature, is e- 

vill, and a tag ot Gods yengeance, & 

2 puniſhment for ſin. But, as the bitter 

waters, which the Iſraelites complay- Fxod.t5.25 

ned of in the wilderneſle, were made 


{vw Sete 


— 


| 


Non poe- 
4, ſed reme- 
um delin- 
quentium. 


Pſal. 94. 13. 


Heb. 12.11: 


— 
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ſweet by a tree, which Moſes by Gods 
direction caſt into them: to the Croſſe 
of Chriſt hath ſ aſoned and ſweetened 
all al flictions to the children of God, 
which haue grace to profite by them: 
ſo that now the nature of them is chan- 
ged and a tered, that they are no more 
a puniſhment of finne, but a medicine 
for the finner. According to that ex- 
cellent ſpeech of Dasid, « Bleſſed i- 
the man whom thou chaftencſt, O Lord, 
and teacheſt him in thy Law It the Lord 
do ioyne his teaching to his correcti- 
on, to cauſe a man wiſely to make vſe 
thereof, it is a moſt happy and blefled 
condition. Wherevnto agreeth that 
ſaying ofthe Apoſtle, No chaſtiſing for 
the preſent ſeemeth to bee joyous, but 
grienous : but afterwardes it bringeth 
with it the quiet fruit of righteowſneſſe, 
vnte them which are thereby exerciſed, 
It a man be truely exerciſed with at- 
fliction, hee ſhall finde great fruit and 
benefite by it. So then heere wee are 
taught, that afflictiõ is very profitable 
and good for the children of God, 
That God, whoby his mighty power 


cen 


nnn 


** 


— 


— 


ö 


—__— 


thing. Not onelyproſperity but ad- 


_— 


of Alflictus. 


commannded the light to ſhine ont of 
darkeneſſe, hath fo ordered the mar- 
ter in his heauenly wiſedome, that e- 
uen thoſe things, which to mans na 
ture, and to fleſh and bloud, are moſt 
irkeſome and weariſome, ſhould bee 
to his children moſt beneficiall and 
wholeſome, For(as the Apeſtie {aith) 
Al things worke together for the beſt 
vnto them that lone God. In that hee 
faith , «ll things, hee excepteth no- 


uerſity alſo, not onely good ſucceſſe, 
but loſſes and caſualties: not health 
onely but ſickenes : not life but death 
alſo , make for the good of thoſe that 
be godly, And indeed, al fliction doth 
not only miniſter comfort vnto them, 
in that, as we haue heard, it is a pledge 
of their adoption, but it produceth al- 
ſo many bleſſed and gracious effects. 
Firſt of all, it is a means to purge 
out the droſſe of that naturall corrup- 
tion that is within vs. So long as wee 
enioy ity, it is with vs as the 


om. 8. 2 


| 


Prophet faith of Moab, wee are like 
Wine that « ſetled on bis lees, and fro- 
Ze 


folk 


Terem 453,17 
Zephan. 1.1 


Staurumes, 
per ignem 
ugaris . (i 
ferrum es, tu- 
biginem a- 
mis, 


| zen in bis dregges , and hath not bern 
powred out from veſſel to veſſell, So wee 
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are full of the dregges of naturall cor- 
ruption, till the Lotd by affliction 
doe teſine vs. Aſfliction (as one ſaith 
well) is vnto the children of God, as 
the flaile is to the corne, the file to the 
yron, and che fire tothe golde: 4 As 
the flalle doth purge the corne from 
che chafte, which groweth vp with it: 
and as the file ſcowreth off the ruſt that 


fice putificth the gold from the droſſe: | 
So doth affliction, by Gods mercie, 
purge away from vs that chaffe , that 
ruſt, and droſſe of ſinne, that is in our 
nature. The Gold- ſmith taketh not 
the golde out of the forge, till hee ſee 
it well and throughly puriſied. In like 
manner, God doth not remooue the 
afflictions of his children, till they 


fliction is the Lordes pruning knife, 
whereby he cutteth away from vs all 
withered and vnprefitable branches. 


ſticketh vpon the 'yron : and as the 


be throughly refined. Ina Word, al- | 


Secondly , afiiRion that js ſancti- 


| fied, doth bring a man to the ſight of 


wo 


| 
| 


—_— 


— 


of Aſfuction. 


— — — —— 


his ſinnes, and to godly ſorrow, and 
true repentance tor the ſame. 4 As 
ſinne ſhutteth vp a mans eyes, ſo at- 
fliction opencth chem. And heereof 
we haue a worthy example inthe bre- 
thren of /sſcp5. For the ſpace of twen- 
tie yeares they were neuer touched 
with any remorſe, for their yonatu- 
rall cruelty, in ſelling of him to the 1. 
maclites e till at the laſt, comming into 
»£gypt , to buy corne, in the time of 
the tamine: and perceiuing Jeſeph to 
ſpeake roughly to them, and to charge 
them to be Spies, that came to ſee 
the weakenefle of the Land : and 
fearing 2 or ſome other 
hard meaſure, then they beganne to 
call their ſiane to remembrance, and 
to ſav one to another, Wee haue de- 
rely ſinned againſt our brother, in that 
wee [awe the anguiſh of his ſoule when 
he beſought vs, and we wonld not heare 
bam therefore is this trouble come vpon 
vs. Geneſis 42.21, As one that is faſt 
alleepe , will not awake vnleſſe hee 
be raiſed by thruſting , or by ſome 
ſuch violent motion, : ſo many lie 

ſnorting 


63 | 


a Oculos 
— culpa 
claudit, poe- 
na aperit. 
Greg. in Mo- 


ral. 


' 


| 
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ſnorting in the long cuſtome of ſinne, 
and neuer thinke of repentance, till the 
hand of God be vpon the. And as the 
horſe that ruſbetb into the battell, nei- 
ther ſeareth the enemy that commerh 
againſt him, noris terrified with the 
doletull groanes of dying perſons, nor 
with the noy ſe of the __ nor with 
the ſhaking of the pikes : ſo wicked 
men are carried headlong to fanne, and 
neither feare the roaring of the diuell, 
nor are moued with the miſcrable end 
of others before their eyes, nor terri- 
fied with the feare of hell, But as the 
horſe running with violence , being 
checked by his rider with a ſharpe 
bridle, is enforced to ſtay his courſe, 
So. when finners runne into all exceſſe 
of riot, the Lord in mercie, by one 
alſliction or other, as it were by ſtrong 
band, pulleth them backe, and cauſeth 
them to ſee their ſinnes, and ſo brin- 

th them to ce. So that wee 
ee that God victh his corrections as 
Sermons, to call his children from 
their fianes , which many times are 
more forcible and effectuall then any 


verball 


1 


| 


* 


' | meanes to humble the children of 


7 


Afflidtios. | 
verball preaching. According to that 
ſaying of S. Augu/tine, 4 Many men 


when they feele the {mart , reforme nam, cor i 
the falt. Now what greater benefite — — 
can there be then this for a man to be in Pſal. 30: 


brought to vnfained repentance fot 
his fins, Without which there can be 
no hope of forgiuenes. And therefore 
Bernard ſaith ſveetely. 6 It is a good 


affliction, that bringeth a man to com- kg: yy 


punction, and remorſe. — 


Thirdly, affli&ion is as a notable; 


God, and tobeate downe their pride. 
So long as all things goe well wich vs, 
and we are free from the croſſe, our 
fleſn is puffed vp, and can hardly be 
kept vnder, the leven of old Adam is 
in vs, and mak eth vs (well in pride. Ag 
the moone neuer ſuff:reth eclipſe, but 
when ſhe is in the full, and then ſhe is 
alwayes furtheſt diſtant from the ſun: 
ſo. likewiſe when we abound in out- 
ward proſperitie , ſuch is the fooliſh 
pride of our hearts, we are puffed 

and care leaſt for God, till by —— 
fliction or other he humble vs and 


F bring 


— — 


ſal. 32. 


| 
| 


ja 20.6,7. 


Preſſiu a ca- 
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— Huck etc Prodigal ſon.” As ſoone as hee had got 


by weeping crofſe.So was it with Ha- 


ſtuit, tumot 
| xcteuit, Aug, 
fin Pial. 51. 


— — PET n —_ _ 


7 a 


— 


drin vs done. Thus was it with the 


His portion of his father, he was all on 
flaunt, & knew not h imſelſe, hee could | 
Pad on no ground: but when he had | | 
waſted bis ſubſtance, and was pincked | 
with pouerty a nd famine, his pride was 
danted, & hee was glad to come home | 


gar when ſhe had concelued achild by | 
| her maſter Abraham ſhe was preſently | | 
| ſo lifted yp with pride, that ſhe deſpt- | | 
led her miſtris Sara, becaufe ſhee was | | 
harren. But aſterwards, when her mi- 
ſtris had dealt roughly with her, and 
made her tun away into the wildernes, 
ſhe cried ycraui, and humbled herſelſe 
vnder her hands, Yea Dauid himſelfe, 
though otherwiſe an holy man, had a 
= of this diſeaſe, as himſelſe chnfeſ- 
eth, In my 2 (ſaith he) 7 ſaid 
I ſhallnexer be mooned, For then Lord 
of thy goodues hadſt made my munntarne 
to flanaſirong. See how loc ne a man is 
apt to forget himſelfe, it hee erĩoy but 
alittle proſpericie', But alas, the caſe 
was ſoone altered with him. For as he 
| faith | 


—— — 


Ws — 


n 


{ affliRtion is very neceſſary and proſi | 


— ä 


of Afflictian. 


ſaith in the next words, The Lord did 
but hide his face, and bring him into 
ſome affliction, and ftraitway hee was 
troubled, And therefore,in this reſpect 


table, becauſe it cauſeth a mã to know 
himſelfe. As we ſee by common expe- 
rience, when God afflicteth a man ey- 
ther with ignominy and diſgrace in his 
name, dr with pouerty in his eſtate, or 
with ſickenes in his body, or with loſſe 
of chifdren,or any ſuch like croſſe and 
calamity; though before hee were ne- 
uer ſo'prowd, and carried himſelſe ne- 
uer fo high, yet then he beginneth to 
droope, and letteth his feathers fall. 


Ki | 


neſſe, and had recouered thereof, he 
could make this good ganfituttion of 
it, namely, that it was well for him 
that hee had beene ſicke and ill: for 
his diſeaſe had t: ught him, that ſee- 
ing hee was but a mortall man, hee 
ſhould not too much lift yppe his 


Spirite Aud this is the goodneſſe 


| F 2 faith, 


of God towards vs, as Saint Auguſtine 


—_— — 


4 Autigenu, though an heathen king, 2 Plut in A- 


when he ws taken wich alittle ſicke- potheg-Reg; 
et Imp. 


. : ̃ ˙ A tee 
93 
—— 


— 
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Prou. 22. 15 
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a Auguſt, de 
vera Relig. 


1 Cor. 11·˙3 2 
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ſaith, That becauſe the ſweetneſſe of 


| earthly bleſsings doth deceiue vs and 


puffe vs vp, ve ſhould be humbled by 


| the bitternes of alfliction. 


Fourthly , affl ction is a meanes to 


refotme the godly, and to make them 
better: That which Salomos ſpeaketh 


of children, is true alſo of aged per- 
ſons, that follie is bownd in their hearts, 
by: the rodde of correction ſhall drine it 
av ay from them. And therefore, the 
Apoſtle ſaith well, That when GOD 
coriccteth & chaſteneth his children, 
it is but to Vurture them (as alouing 
father doth his ſonne } for their refor- 
mation and amendment. ben we are 
indged, ſaith he, we are nartered of the 
Lord,&c. The Lord knoweth, that a 
lonne let at libertie, runneth into ſuch 


 licentious courſes, that he is a ſhame 


to his father, ard a gtieſe to his mo- 
ther, and therefore hee will not ſuffer 
his children whom hee loueth moſt 
tenderly, ro goe on in their ſinnes, left 


his holy Goſpel euill ſpoken of, but by 
cotrections and croſles laboureth to 


reclaime 


— — 


his name ſhould be diſhonoured, and | 


ou I, —— — — 


— on, that maketh a man better. 5 


| 


of Alain =_— 


reclaime them. As ob ſaith, Hee ope · Iob z3.16,17| 
neth the eares of men, exen by their cor - 
reftions which he hath ſealed : That bee 
might cauſe man to turne away from his 
enterpriſe, Se. And Solomon hath a | 
ſpeech to the ſame purpole , that cor- Prou. 5. 23. 
reftions for mſtruttion are the way of 
life, to k :epe and preſerue a man from 
whooredome , and ſuch like ſinnes: 
4 So that this (as Bernard (ſaith) muſt a Felix neceſ- 


i- f 
needes be a happy and bleſſed afflicti- 1 


e ptaecepto 


Fit: —— is an excellent means « dipenſat. | 


to inforceys, and ſtirre vs vp to pray- 
er. Vea, cuen they that neuer thought 
to pray, as Atherffs, and wicked per- 
ſons, when any trouble lyeth vpon 
them, aredriuen to pray whether they 
will or no. As the Prophet ſaith, That 
ſuch as rebell againſt God, in the time 
of famine, when they want corae and 
wine, will howle vpe their beds , And Hoſea 7.14 
Daxid —— vp 2 — of 
ſuch perſons. Some that wandered out pfl. 10744, 
of 4 in the wildernes and found no n 
citty to awell in, both hungry & thirfty, | 
their ſoule fainting in them. Others that 
F 3 awell 


* 


—_— 


— o—__. 


— 


| 


18. 


for trouble, & c. Ho ſoeuer peraduen- 


2 Chro, 33.6 


2 Kin.21.16, 


| 
Ld 
| 


| 


vas rhreatned agaiuſt the by the prea | 
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death: that is, poore priſoners, being 
bound in miſery and yron. Others being 
caſt on their licke beds, whoſe ſoule ab- 
horreth all maner of meate, and they are 
brought fo death. doore. Others in dan - 
ger of ſhipwracke, whoſe ſoule melteih 


ture in the time of their proſperity,they 
cared but alittle for the Lord, yet now 
they c yed to him in their trouble, & he 
delinered them ont of their diſt reſſe: So 
that trouble and diſtreſſe wil make a- 
ny man cry vnto the Lord, and berake 
him to his prayers. So was it with the 
mariners that entettained /onah, when 
chey were afraid of their liues, by rea- 
fon of the mightic tempeſt that God 
ſent vpon them, they cricd eur man | 
to bis God. And the prowd king of 
Ninench, with all his people, when 
they heard the ſodaine deſttuction that 


ching of Jonah, they cried mightily vn- 
to God. And that wicked Manaſh, 
who did very much euill in the fipht of 
the Lord to anger bim: ſhedding inno- 


cer 


— — 


labour. 


= 


cent blond exceeding much , till bee re- 
pleniſhed Ieruſalem from corner to cor- 
ner: yet when God brought vpon him 
the Captaines of the King of «ſour, 
which tooke him, and put him in fet- 
ters, and bound him in chaines, and 
carried him to Babel, then when he was 
in tribulition, he prajed to the Lord bu 
God, and bumbl:d himſelfe greath be- 
fore the God of hu fathers. Yea the god. 
ly themſeiucs are neuer ſo fic co pray, as 
when they are in atfliction. Though 
they be careſull to pray continually: 
yet they neuer pray with ſo great deuo- 
tion and feruencie, as when ſome 
heauy croſſe or calamity is vpon them, | 
For then feeling their miſerie, and 
their owne inabilitie to helpe them- 
ſelues, they more earneſtly fie ynto 


| 


1 Theſſ. 3. 17. 


the Lord for ſuccour. As the Prophet 


of trouble, /hall a mar looke to his ma- 
ker. and his eyes ſhall looke to the holy one | 


ſeek me diligentiy, ſaith the Lord. lu our 

proſperity wee are all of vs both good 

& bad, too full of ſecutity, as thogh we 
F 4 ſtoo 


ſaith, Is that day, that is, 11 the day Efoy 17.7. 


of Iſrael. And in their affliction they wil Hoſea 5.15. 


— 


| 


ſtood no neede of God. As the Lord 
complaineth of /econiah ſaying, I ſpeaks 
to thee when thou waſt in proſperity : but 
then ſaidff, I will not beare &c. And ſo 
David ſaith of the —— becauſe 
his wayes 4 roſper, and the indge- 
— — rt ous bis febs ; 
therefore he is ſo prowd , that bee ne- 
ner ſeeketh after God. And the Prophet 
loremiah compareth ſuch perſons to 
the wilde Aſſe in the wilderneſſe , that 
ſnnſfeth vp the winde at ber pleaſure:and | 
it i m vaine to ſeeks to turne ber backe, 
but in ber moneth, that is, in her foaling 
time, then a man may deale with her. 
As the little Chickens, when the 
weather is faire, and there is no dan- 
ger towardes, ſtraggle a great waie 
trom the Henne : but if any Hayle 
ſhewer come vpon them, or a Kite 
houer ouer them, then they are glad 
to runne ynder her wings for ſhelter. 
And as the Stagge, when he is at li- 
berty, will not come neate a man : but 

when hee is hotly purſred with the 
dogges, hee will runne to him of his 
owne accord for ſuecour : So ir fateth 

| often. 


| 
| 


of Affliftion. 
oftentimes with ys, when wee are at 
eaſe, and nothing doth moleſt ys, wee 
{ turne our backes ypon GO D : but 
| when wee are brought into diſtreſſe 
or danger, we are glad to repaire ynto 
him for helpe . As one confeſſeth of 
himſelfe (and it is our cafe aſwell as 
his) 4 If I could be well without thee, 


ſcope enough, runneth with a ſtill and 
- | ſilent motion, but being brought into 
a ſtreight, it maketh a great noyſe: In 
like manner, when a man is at large, he 
looketh not much to this duetie of 
prayer: but when hee is in affliction 
and ſtraites, hee will excite and ftirre 
vp himſelfe thereunto. So did the 


children of Iſrael, in the time of their 


Si bene eſ- 
I would neuer come at thee, As the —.— te, 


water when it is at large, and hath non venitem 


te. 


bondage, they ſighed , and cryed, Av. 45, 


and made their moane unte GOD, 
And wee reade in many places of the 
Booke of Judges, That how ſoeuer in 


their proſperity they were vnto ward & Chap. 3 and 


careleſſe of God, yet when God raiſed 
vp any new enemies againſt them, 
they cryed vnto him, And David ſaith | 


of | 


ET 
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Pſal. z0.8 


— . Y — 


of himſelfe,that although before, while 
he thought his mcuntain to be ſlrong 
enough. as we haue heard) he was foo- 
liſh and pro d: yet when God td his 
face from him, then hee cryed vnto the 
Lord and praied vnto him. And v e may 
obſcrue, that the moſt of his Pſa/mes| 
were made when hee was in affliction. 
Yea our Saxror Cbriſt himſelfe, thogh 
all his lie time hee was much conuer- 
ſant in prayer, ſometime riſing eately 


in the morning before day, and ſome- 
time ſpending the whole night there · 


in : yet lie neuet prayed more earneſt- 
ly, nor more feruently, then immedi- 
ately before his paſsion : when, as the 
Apoſile ſaith, he offered vp prayers and 
ſmpplications with ſtron g crying and 
teares yea he was fo ſeruent, that 4 
ſweat was like droppes of bloud trickling | 
dawne to the ground. Wee ſee then by 
all that hath beene ſpoken, that affli- | 
con is as it were a whet-ſtone, to ſer | 
an edge vpon our devotion, and ſhar- 
pen our hearts to prayer, 

Sixtly, atflition doth containe the 
children of God in obedicnce. It is 


with | 


| of Aſſuction. | 


witathe beſt of vs as Agiſelaus ſaid af 


mn. 


75 


. 


che Athenians ; that a When 42 * 


were at libertie they were nought, but 1 unt, ſerui 
when they were in bondage, they were boni. 


ood: ſo ve in our proſperity do ſtart 
aſide like a broken bow, but when af. 
fiction commeth , wee ſubmitte our 
ſelues to the Lords yoke. The people 
of Iſrael, when the hand of God was 
ypon them, eyther by warre, or fa» 
mine, or any other calamity, carried 


. | themſclues very religiouſly, and wal- 


ked in obedience vnto his will, But 
when God carryed them vp to the high 
places of the earth (as Moſes ſaith) that 
they might cate the fruites of the fieldes : 
when hee cauſed them to ſucke hony ont 
of the ſtone, oile ont of the hard racke : 
when bee gaue them butter of kine, aud 
milke of ſheeps, with fatte of lambes and 
rammes fed in Baſhan, with the fatte of 
the grames of wheate : and made them 
drinks the red liquor of the grape : then 
they that ſhould haue beene vprig bt, 
when they waxed fatte , ſpurned with 
their beeles : they were fat, they were 


groſſe, they were laden with fatneſſe : 
| there- 


—— — — 


Deut. 32.12, 
14,18 


; 


— 3 ——_ 


— 


; The Benefite 


therefore they forſeoke God that made 


them, and regarded not the ftrong God 
of their ſalnation . And this doth Da- 
nid conteſſe of himſelſe, when he ſaith, 
Before | was afflifted I went aftray, but 
now ] keep thy word. And the Church 
acknowledgeth, that before the Lord 
correfted ber, ſbes was like an vntamed 
calfe, Though man were created after 
the Image ot God, and aduaunced to 
great honour, yet if God let him a- 
lone, hee will become like vnto rhe 
beafts that periſh , as Dawid ſaith. And 
therefore, the Lord threatneth the re- 
bellious /ewes , that he will ſtoppe their 
way with thornes, and make an hedge, 
that they ſhould not finde their pathes, 
Where hee ſheweth that neceſvitie re- 
quireth , that hee ſnou d holde them 
in with ſeuere Diſcipline and ſharpe 
cotrections, comparing them to wan- 
ton and ynruly cattell, which muſt 
bee kept in with thornes and hedges, 
leſt they leape out of the paſture, and 
goe aſtray. 

Seauenthly, it helpeth to tame and 


it 


ſubdue the vntulineſſe of the fle ſn, that 


it may be in better ſubieRion to the 
Spit. T hefleſh is like an head-ſtrong 
horſe, which if he be fatted and pam- 

ed in the ſtable for a while, waxeth 
o frampall , as hee can hardly be ru- 
led, and brought to acknowledge his 
rider i So this ſtubborne fleſh of ours, 


if it inioy but alitle proſperity, it ſtrait- 
way groweth ſo rebellious, that it will 
not be ſubiect to the Law of Gd. And 


as the horſe-rider, to pull downe the 


| Romacke of ſuch an horſe, taketh a- 


way his prouender, and feedeth him 
with ſtraw and chaffe : and if that will 
not ſerue, handleth him roughly, and 
beateth him. So doth the Lord with 
our fleſh : hee taketh away thoſe out- | 
ward b eſsings which puffed it vp, and 
made it ſwell, and loadeth it with one 
affliction after another, that ſo he way 
beate it downe and bring it into ſubiecti. 
en. And this is a great bene fite, to 
haue thefleſh, with the curſed luſtes 
and affections therecf, mortified and 
ſubdued in this maner. For it is one 
of thoſe deadly enemies of our ſoules, 


* which we mult fight and incoun- 


— N — — — 


Rom.. 7 


1 Cor.. 27 


̃— 


— 


— 


— 


| 


would firſt weaken and foyle him, that 


The Benefite 


ter while we liue.Now as ac that were 
to enter a fingle combate, with an ad- 


uerſary that were ſtronger then him- 


ſelfe, would be glad of ſome bodie 


ſo he might the more eaſily ouercome 


| 
| 


| 


| 
| 


him: In like manner, the children of 
God haue cauſe to teioyce, that it doth 
pleaſe the Lord by outward calami- 
tics to tame the fleſh, and to treade ir 
vnder their feete, that ſo they may with 
leſſe difficulty and danger get che mai- 
ſtery of it. 


Eightly, it is a meanes to vithdraw | 


our hearts fromthe loue of the world, 
& to raile them vp to the deſite of hea- 
uenly things. Such is the corruption ot 
our nature, that we dcate too much on 
this world. We ate like to fooliſh chil - 


dren, that would not willingly be wea- 


ned ſtom the breaſt,and thertote their 
mother annoynteth the nibbles of her 
b:eaſt with ſome bitter thing, to make 
them out of loue with it. So, if wee 
might haue our wills, wee would al- 
wayes hang vpon the breaſts of the 
world, & would never leaue ſucking, 


if 


| 


pon, & c. It they had liued in preterre» 


| 


of Aﬀittion. 
if the Lord did not powder our de- 
fires with the croſſe, and make them 
bitter to vs. The children of Iſraeli, 
though they were gricuouſly afflicted 
in AÆgyt, to make them more tar- 
neſtly deſire to poſſeſſe the land of Ca 

naan:yert we ſce how hardly they were 
brought to depatt from thence. Lea, 
v hen they were in the way to Canaan, 
they wou'd often haue returned backe 
againe Into Æ t to their fleſh-pots, 
their fiſh, their cucumbers, their pe- 


ment there, and eniayed the fatte of 
the land, as they did in Joſephs time, 
it would, no doubt, haue beene an 
hard matter to haue perſwaded them 
to depart. So it fareth with the moſt of 
vs: weeare in this world, as in a Sea of 
miſery, neuer out of one danger or o- 
ther, yet ſuch isour ſolly, we loue to be 
here ſtill. What would we do if we ne- 
uer had any thing to moleſt vs? It is a 
lamentable thing to conſidet that our 
mindes ſhould bee ſo dazeled with the 
glittring ſhew of riches, pleſures & ho- 
nora, as they cannot look to heauẽ, that 
our 


Num 14. 334 
E xod. 16.3 
Num. 1 1. 3 


Gen. 45. 18 
and 471 


| 
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1 


— 
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nes oſ the earth , ſometimes 


our hearts ſhould be ſo oppreſſed and 
weighed downe with couetouſnes and 
ambition, that they can not raiſe vp 
themſelues vnto celeſtiall coꝑltations, 
and that our ſoules ſhould be ſo enſua- 
red with the pleaſant inticements of the 
fleſh , that they ſeeke for their felicitie 
ypon the earth. And therfore the Lord 
in mercy to preuent this euill, doth by 
daily experience of miſeries, put his 
children in-minde of the vanity of all 
earthly things, leſt they ſhould pro- 
miſe ro themſelues a conſtant and con- 
tinuall peace in this world, hee ſuffe . 
reth them many times to bee diſquie- 
ted and moleſted, with warres, with tu- 
mules, with robberies, and other inju- 
ries : leſt they ſhould with too much 

greedines gape after brittle and incon- 
ſtant riches, or ſhould too much reſt in 

thoſe which they doe poſſeſſe, God 

bringeth them to pouerty, ſometimes 

by baniſhment, ſometimes 5 4 36 . | 

* 
ſometimes by one meanes, and | 


times by another, leſt they ſhould take | | 


too much delight in the comfortes of 


= 


Mar- 


| 


en ng = Ew 9 rs wn Rr —_— —— 


| 


— 


thn. 


are, and may lift vp their eyes to hea- 


| 


— 
— 


of Aﬀfi;Fiow. 
marriage, he eyther cauſeth them to 
be rexed with the ſhrewdnefle of their 
wiues, or humbſeth them with lewd 
children, or afflicteth chem with the 
Jofle and death of their children. And 
if it fall out that the Lord doe ſpare 
them in all theſe chings : yet, leſt they 
ſhould ether (wel! with yaine-glorie, 
or reioyce with fooliſh confidence, he 
chaſteneth them with ſfickenefle and 
diſeaſes, that they may learne how 
fraile and vnſtable all earthly things 


uen, where that incorruptible crowne 
of glory is laid vp for them. And thus 
the Lord. in his vaſpeakeable good- 
nes many times dimimſheth the health 
of our bodies, that we may more car- 
neſtly defirethe ſaluation of our ſouls, 
He taketh away the things of this life, 
that we may more carefully ſeeke atter 
the things of a better life. So that al- 


fictions are like to a great ſtorme at Philip. 1.23 


Sea, to make the godly wiſh to be in | 
the hauen. As the waters of the deluge, 
the more they increaſed, the higher 
they bare vp the Arke: So the waters 
£8 of | 


—_— = tt... 


—_ 12 i 


| 


4 


| 


—_— — — 


2 Per flagella 
domuni per- 
nuntur te re- 
na, amantur 
cocleſt a. 

De co:na 
dom. ſerm 1 
b Diog. La- 
ertius in Vita 


Zenons. 


F 


nes, a bleſſed pouerty, a bleſſed impri- 


The Benefite 


of tribu ation, the greater they are, the 
higher chey lift yp the ſoule towardes 
heauen : according to that ſpeech of 
Bernard, 4 By the Lotds corre&ions 
we contemne earthly things, and loue 
heavenly. And therefore, as Zeno b ha- 
uing ſuftered ſhipwiacke, became the 
Scholler of Crater, and {ſtudied hie- 
ſophie , and after ſaid it was an happie 
ſhipwracke that made him affect luch 
excellent knowledge : So may wee ſay 
much more truly It was a bleſſed fick- | 


ſonment &c, that cauſed ys to Icoke 
rowardes the kingdome of heauen. 
Ninthly, alfliction doeth ſaue the 
children of God from hell & condem. 
nation. If God ſhould let vs alone, we 
would neuer reſt till we tun headlong 
to hell: as ſooliſh childrẽ if they be not 
hinderd, will run into the ditch. And 
therefore, it ĩs the Lords mercie, to lay 
the rodde ypon our backs, that ſo we 
may bethinke our ſelues of the danger 
wherein wee ſland, and may labour to 


| 


Tob 33 16 18 ſaith, that the Lord epeneth the cares cf 


prevent it, And this is that which ob 


”m/ x 


| 


| a greater benefice then to preuent him 
and laue his life ? So there cannot be a | 


ae —_ 


— 


| | of Afition. | 


backe their ſoules from the pit. aud that 
their Iife ſh1nld nor paſſe by the ſword. 
And the Apoſtie hath a (aying to the 


we are chaſtened of the Lord becauſe we 

ſhould u it be condemned with the world 
Waen a man is deſperately about ro 
caſt himſc'fe into the fire, or to drowne | 
himſcle in the water, can any do hmm 


greater benefit to vs then when we ate 
ready to drowne our ſelues in perditi- 
on by aur ſinnes, that the Lord by nis 
cotrections ſhould ſtay vs, andholde 
vs backe. * | 
Laſt of all, afflition doth firre 


Heauen. As the Apoſtle ſaich of the 
Th:ſſaloniaxs, that by perſecutions and 
tribulations which they ſaffered , they 
were counted woorthie of the kingdome | 
of God. 2. Theſſ. 1.4 As the parching 
heat of the $11 ripeneth the corne, and 
maketh ir fitte to bee carried iato the 


| 


barn: ſo doth afflictiõ ripen the godly, 
G 2 that | 


men by correction that ſo he may keepe | ; 


2nd prepare vs for the kingdome of 


ſame purpole, that when we are indged ; Cor, 11.2. 


| 


Apocal 21.27 


Prou.2 5*4 


1 Tim. 2.21. 


1 Kings 6,7 


clle would hinder vs lr 


"The, Rewefite 


may be meet to be gathered 
$ harne. And this is. done 
twoayes ; Fuſt rde by afflicti- 
s wee ehcard ; de l 
purified from our ſins, v 


there. For ns vncleane thing ſhall 

into Gods kingdowe , ds gold mu Giſt 

be N in ntfs before 1t Ae 
in the kings tr & a8 w 

— {be ak 8 "eb chaffe, be- 

fore it belaid vp in the garner: ſo mult 


Pa rge vs, iq wake vs veſſels. of bo- 
| xowr fr he bow of 27 4 the 
fan that muſtclenſe vs: to make vs pure 
heat for his garner. In the bui 
ol. So/amor's temple, all the ſtones were 
hewen and firteg inthe quarry, before 
they work thither : and I here 
2 7785 Tee 
f 0 ran 1s it 
bee i te gn 11855 
Suen, v s the a 1 
cf God, all the. lining flare; ee! 
muſt be bewen, and ſquared 

15 


err AT fliction is thefire that 


by afflitions 1 in this life , 
at fie. 


| 


Ke of A bee 


ation prepareth vs for heauen, bes 


| heale vs, and killeth ys that we2 may 


cauſe it is a meanes to worke holines 


ſee the Lord, as the Apoſtte ſaith We 
ſee then by all theſe gracious effects 
and bleſſed fruits whichatf ctiun bein- 
geth with it, that Dawid had good 
caule to ſay, [ti good for mee that i 


baue beene afflicted. And therefore wee 


not die from him. 

This Doctrine (that wee may make 
ſome vſe of it) doth teach vs, firſt of 
all, to labour co perſwade our ſelues 


in vs, without which no man ſhall ener | 


| 


of this great and excellent good that 
al fl tion bringeth with ir, that ſo we 
may count it exceeding ioy wben we fall 
into ir. I confefle it ſeemech other - 


wiſe to fl-th and bloud. For, as the A. 
poſe faith truely, no chaſftiſmg for the 
t ſeemeth to br y, but grie- 
uon. As children are loath to feele the 
ſmart oſ the rodde, nay, they can not 
indure to heare of it; ſo is our corrupt 

nature loath and vnwilliag to taſte of 


} 


G 3 any 


Heb;12.14 


2 Percutis, vt 
— et — 
may conclude with Saint Ang ume, OY 
4 The Lord ſmiteth vs that hee may te. oafell. 


lib.z, 


Vie 1. 


Tames 1.3 


Heb. 12.11. 


— 8 


— 


— — — 
— — — — Dum 
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any correctiõ. It is death to vs, to hear 


and 10. 5. 


and ioy · 18. 


* 7-43: 


| 
| 


in Paralc. | 241d noteth, ſeemeth io 


Iob 6 6. 
Heb. 2 14. 


Matt. 26.38 
39+ 


a Ser in feria, 


| 


lalme. 3-14, that we muſt be puꝰiſbed & chaſtened i- 


nery morning © aud that we muſt be fed 
with the bread of tears, & haue tears to 
drinke in great meaſure. It is a wearie- 
lome thing to be a wayes ſicke & lan- 
guiſhing , ſo as the ſoule abhorretb all 


of cramps & acbes and pains,ſo as nei- 
ther a mans cench can relieve bi u, nor 
his bed bring comfort unto kim, as Je- 


ſaith when ſhall [ riſe, and the nig ot bee 


fro wnto the dawning of the day, The 
like may boſaid of all other aiflictions, 
they areas vnſauoury to the fleſh, as 
the white of an g ge without ſalt . And 
therefore our Saviowr Chreſt himlelſe, 
as hewas man, an i ſo partakerof our 
it firmities, felt in his fleſh a loathue ſſe 
to haue taſted of that bitter cup of his 
Paſsion , his ſonle was he- mie unto the 
death, and therefore hee beſought his 
Father, that it were poſs1ble it might 


paſſe from him a which ſpeech, as Ber- 
the ſpeech 


22 — * 


maner of meate : to be continually full | 


gone? and, he i full with toſring to a 


ſaith, But . en he layeth him downe he | 


of 


| 


„ 


is | of Affition. 


ot the fleſh, & not of the [pirit,becaule 
he addeth alittle after , rhe ſpirit ic wil. 
ling, but the fleſh is weake, But we muſt 
not mealure atflictions by the preſent 
ſmart we tecle ia them, but by the be. 
nefic tnat follows after t em. For as we 
haue heard, tiogh the ſenſe of the pre- 
ſent griete be bitter, yet the fruit that 
comme tn alter is moſt ſweet and plea 

ſant. Al fliction is to the ſoule, as thy. 


Phyſickg which is mott wholeſome, is 
| withali moſt vntoothſome: fo chat at- 
flict. on which is moſt profitable. is tor 
the molt part moſt diitaſteiuli. As the 
plant which they call ( bt. rhorne, 1s 
extreme bitter both in the root aa in 
the leaues, & in the branches, but yet is 
very medicinable (tor the iuyce ot che 
root cleareth the eyes, the ſeede brin- 


alfliction, though it be in it ſe fe moſt 
bitter and vaſauoury, yet the Lord our 
moſt 8kiltull Phyfitron , maketh moſt 


ſoueraigne medicines thereof, to bali 


the in firmities of his children, whereby 


| 


ſicke to the body, Bur as comon:ly that 


| 


ö 
| 


geth downe the atter-birth, &c. ) 8 | 


Plir. lib, 24 
eap. 14. 


| 
| 


Plal. 103.3. 


it becommeth more profitable to them 


G 4 then 


ö 


—— * 


— ——_ 


| 


„ 4 
then (by teaſon' of their cortuption) 
proſperitie could euer be. For as dead 
z if ic be kept in ſweete water, will 


it bo kept in ſalt brine, it will be pre ſer- 
ued long, and become wholeſome 
meate forthe v ſe of man :; ſo the chil· 


ſperity, are calily corrupred , but be- 
ing exerciſed by the croſſe, they are 
preſerued from the infection of finne. 


by ail meanes; to profite by the affli- 
Rions that God layeth vpon vs; that 
ſo we may haut expericce ot this good 
which they bring with chem: that ſee- 
ng God intendeth them for our be- 
nefice, ſo wee may not by our owne 
ſtubbornneſſe and vntowardnes, per. 
vert them to our hurt. It is as grie - 
uous a ſinne as we can commit, to har- 
den out hearts when God hand is v 
on vs. As the Lord complained of 
Tewes , I hau (mitten your children in 


corrupt and be full of ves « but if 


dren of God, if they abound with pro- 


Secondly, teacheth vs to indeuour 


Fare 


Dame, they hane recerued no correttion, 
And in an other place. © Lord (ſaith 


— 888 — — 


the Prophet ) Thom baſt ftiricken _ 
| | ay 


—_—___—_ 


— — 


| 


- —_ — — wv. a - 


ane, 
| and they haut not ſorrowed : thes baft 
conſumed thins, but they haus refuſed 
to rectine correction: 75 Baue made 


their faces harder then à ſtont, and hau 
refuſed to rturne. And ſo it is ſaid ot 


6 


Abax, that in the time of bis tribulati- Chr. 26.22. 


on hee did tre ſpaſſi more againſt the 
Lord, Let vs ttiettore bleſſe our ſelues 
from this height of iniqultie, and let 
vs pray to God. to ſanctitie all our cor- 
| redtions and chafticements vnto vs, 
that wee may bee beitered and tefor- 
med by them: So ſhall they be infalli- 
ble arguments of his fatherly loue to- 
wards vs: otherwiſe they will be fear- 
fall tokens of bis wrath, and certaine 
ledges of our condemnation, 
Thirdly , it teacheth vs to be pati- 
ent vnder the croſſe . For as the 


| 


Vie 3. 


file faith, If we haue had the fathers of Heb. 12.9. 


our bodits which corretted vs, we gau 
chem Yewerence : ſbould we not much ra 
ther be in ſubietton onto the Father of 


Spirites”, that wee may line ? eſpecially 


conſidering that it is ſo much for our | 


good. A man that is ficke of a bur 
ning feuer, wiltingly ſufferech him- 
ſelfe 


— 
hd 9 


— — 


——— — 


The Benefite 
ſelfe to be let bloud, becauſe he kno- 
weth it is a meanes to abate the vio- 
lence of his diſeaſe. A man that is pai- 
ned with the ſtone, patiently yeeldeth 
himſelle to be cut and tortu: ed by the 
Phyſition, becauſe hee know eth it 8 a 
means to pre ſerue his life. A man that 
is wounded,meckly ſuff.i eth the Swr- 
geonto launch aud ſearch his wound 
tothe bottome, and with ſharpe cora- 
ſiues to cate out the feſtered core of 
the vlcer, bccaule hee know eth he can 
not otherwiſe be cured. Shall all theſe 
endure, and that with admirable pati- 
ence, ſo much torment for the good of 
their bodies, and ſhall not wee much 
more be willing, to ſuffer Zods ſhar- 
cotrections for the bene ſite of our 
ſoules ? eſpecially, ſeeing our owne 
ſinnes haue deſerued the greateſt 
uniſhments that G O D can in- 


7:9* | fit. As the Prophet ſaith, 1 wil beare 


che wrath of the Lord, becauſe I bau 
ſinned agamſ him, And therefore, let 
vs learne meekely and obediently to 
| ſubmitte our ſelues tothe will of God 
in this caſe, And as hee ſendeth aifli- 


| | Qtions 


— 3 ——ů ů — 


— 


— 


f 


— 


.E Addis. "I 


| 


—— 


Rions wich a right hand, let vs not 
take them with aleft. An olue Cours 
tier that had ſerued Caligula, Clandi- 
, and Nero, three cruell tyrants, Em- 
perours of Rome, being dernaunded 

how he could eſcape the dangers ot 
thoſe times, wherein ſo many worrt:ic 
Citizens were put to death. Hee an- 
ſerd: Euen by taking benefits thank 
fully, and by putting vp iniuries pati- 
ently. f hee could tor his one fafe- 
tie fabdue his minde, to beare with 
patience the open iniuries of ſuch 
monſtrous ty rants: how much more 
ſhould wee ſubmitte our ſelues with 
all mcekneſlero beare the louing cor- 
regions of our moſt mercitul Father? 
And howſocuer it may ſeeme, that 
God layeth heauier and ſoter aſflicti- 
ons vpon vs, then ypon many others: 
yet wee mult conſider, that hee kno- 
weth the corruption and hardneſſe of 
our heatts to bee ſuch as could not bee 


| ſubdewed with lighter corrections. 


4 An hard knot, as the prouerb is, muſt 
haue an hard wedge. Ihe Phy ſition ma- 
keth his potions milder or ſtronger, 

as 


| 


1 Malonodo 
'm-lus cuncus. 


91 


= 


—— 


8 * 


till hee haue brought vs to our knees, 


— 
* 


by hearing and reading of the word of 


The Bene file 

as the quallty of the ſickeneſſe doth 
require . In like maner the Lord tem. 
pereth his corrections according to 
our diſpoſition : if he ſee vs tractable, 
he dealeth more gently with vs : ifwe 
be vntamed and rebdllious, hee la yeth 
it on, and maketh vs feele the ſmart. 
Neyther will hee euer ceaſe to follow 


vs with one calamity after an other, 


and cauſed vs to humble our ſelues ſuf- 
ficiently yider his hand. 

T hat I may learne thy ftaturts.) Here 
the Prophet doth particular y declare 
that which before hee had generally 
propounded, Where by Learning hee 
| doth not vnderſtand that contempla- 
| tive and ſpeculatiue learning which 
 fwiramethinhe braine,and is gotten 


God : but that particular learning, 
which js gotten by experience. In a 
word, his meaning is this, that hee | 
felt the truth and comfort of the word, 
more powerfull and eff:&uall in his 

aſflictions, then at any time before, 

and ichat made him more carefull to 


liue | 


— — — —  — 


| | 


— 


of Aſfliction. 


| 


line godly , when the croſſe was re» 
moued, and the trouble gone. From 
hence wee learne , that the godly doe 
feele the fruit of their afflictions, aud 
are made bettet by hẽ, when they ate 


ſmart, for ſo an hypoctite may ſeeme 
to be, but the beneſite of their afflicti- 


of their Jives, A proofe heexeot wee 
did not onely humble himſeife great- 


paſt and gone. They are not only good 
for the preſent ; While they: feele the 


ons remaineth with them all the daies 
haue in the example of Aanaſſeb. who | 


before, when be was in tribulation, But 
when: God 14s intreated of him, and | 


to leruſalem ju to his King dome, then he 
reformed himſelfe from his wicked 


of God, Fe teaks away the ſtrange gods; 
and the Image ont of the houſe of the 


Lord, and at he Altars u hich binsſelfe 
had built before, and caſt them ont of the 
ety. Ana be prepared the Altar of the 
Lorg,and offered ſacrifice therron, and 
communaded ladah to ſerwe the Lord 


ly before the Lord, as ve. haue heard | 
heard bus prayer and — him again | 


courſes, and reſtored tne true worſhip | 


2 Chron,z 7 | 


12. 
I 3. 


«TIF; 


| 


God 


1 * ett 
* 


— . 


2 


— 


The Benefite i 


— — 


9. etc; 


„ „% 


God of Iſrael . The like wee ſee in that 

king Hezekiab,who was not on- 
ly religiouſly and deuoutly affected in 
the time of ſick neſſe, when he was paſt 
hope of life (for there is none fo wrer- 
ched, but will make a ſhew of holineſſe 
then) but when her was riconered of hu 
fictzeneſſe, hee made a holy Song of 
thaukeſgiuing, wherein hee proſeſſeth 
the care that hee would haue ot Gods 
ſeruicefor the time to come: So that 
we ſee, the fruit of afl ction endureth 
for euer ynto the children of God z o- 
therwiſe they neuer made true v ſe of 
it, they neuer reaped any proſite by it. 
But I will nor ſtand any longer in the 
proſecuting of this point. 

It ſerueth for the iuſt reproofe of all 
thoſe that make a ſhew to be ſom what 
good, in the time of trouble, but 
when it is gone, they are as badde as 
euer they were. So long asthey fee le 
the hand of GOD vpon them, they 

romiſe great reformation , bur all is 
hypocriſie. For they are no (oo. 
ner enlarged , but they returne vnto 


thelr tormer courſes with as much 
greedi- | 


—̃—— — 2 


* 


— W th. _ 


He. of Aﬀliction. 


— — -— — — 


greedineſſe, as euer did the dog to his 
vomite. And herein they are like chil- 
dren , who while the rodde is on their 
backs, promiſe great matters, that they 
will neuer do the like againe bur they 
remember that promiſe no longer 
then they feele the ſmart of the rodde. 
And this wee ſee in the example of 
Pharaoh, who ſo long as the plague 
was he auy vpon him & his land. made 
no {mall ſhe w of re pertauce, and pro- 
miſed; that if Moſes and Aaron would 
pray ſor him, that the placue might 
be remoued, hee would {:t the pe- 
ple gec. they ſhould tarry no longer. Ex- 
adus 9. 27, 28. and 10 16, 17, But as 
ſoone as euer God had ſpared him at 
their intreaty, he was ſo farre from per- 
fourming lis promiſe , as his heart 
was more hardened, then cuer it was 
before, Iron, whilcſt ir is in the fire, 
is ſoft, and pliable,and may be wroght 
into any torme : but if it bee taken | 


from the hrealictle, ic ſtraĩtw ay retur- 
neth to his former hardneſſe. In like 
— em they are in the 


urnace of afflictiõ, ſeem to haue ſoſt & 
meltin 


— Cn ge — 
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melting hearts, and make great ſhew] | 
of remorcetor their ſinnes : but after» 
werds, their hearts become as hard aas 
the Adamant . And thus men doe vic | 
their repentance like aa olde germent, 
they caſt it about them in a ſtorme or 
2 — 1 2 bier 
westher, they lay it by againe. But let 
vs bee carefull to make ſuch an holie 
and ſaactiſied yſc of our afflictioas, 
when they be ypon ys , that wee may 
be the better for them all our life after. 
This point is neceſſary to be enlarged, 
but I haue handled it « ellawhere, 
| and therefore I will iaſiſt 
At cas 


1 9 
| 
fi: 
Fi. 
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FINIS, 


